
 
 

    

   

 Using the FamilySearch Research Wiki 

 

WHAT IS THE WIKI? 

The Research Wiki is a free, online genealogical guide that lists websites and resources to help 
you find your ancestors from countries around the world. The Research Wiki is a community 
project where anyone can contribute. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU FIND IN THE WIKI? 

• Genealogy databases and online resources 

• Genealogy research strategies and guidance 

• Explanation of genealogy record types and their uses 

• Locality pages for countries, states, counties, and parishes with relevant resources 

• Topic pages about genealogy, such as, “Organize Your Genealogy” or “Gazetteers” 

HOW TO ACCESS 

• You can access the Wiki by using the URL: https://www.wiki.FamilySearch.org  

• Or go to https://www.FamilySearch.org and access the Wiki through the Search menu in 
the top left side of the screen. 
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TO SEARCH THE WIKI 

Use the Search box in the middle of the page to type in a place or genealogy topic. Examples 
include “England” or “Norway Church Records.” You can also click on the List of all Localities 
button to navigate to a country or locality.  

 

TIPS FOR NAVIGATING THE WIKI 

• GENERAL NAVIGATATION: Navigate by using the Wiki Search field in the top right of 
the screen, breadcrumbs, Table of Contents links, and internal links found on each Wiki 
page. 

• USE COUNTRY/STATE SIDEBARS: Sidebars are found on the right side of a 
country/state page. They contain all topic pages relating to that place, and can include 
record types, background information, and local resources. 

• EXTERNAL LINKS: External links are indicated by a blue arrow at the end of the link. 
When clicked on, they open a new tab in the browser and exit the Wiki to the new 
website. 

• INTERNAL LINKS: Internal links do not have a blue arrow, and when clicked on, 
navigate to a new Wiki page. Use the back arrow in the browser to go back to a Wiki 
page. 

• OTHER LINKS: A dark blue or purple link indicates you have visited the Wiki page or 
website before. Red links indicate this page does not yet exist and no content will be 
found. 

• CTRL + F: To search and find information on very long Wiki pages, do the following: at 
the same time, click on the buttons, Control (Ctrl) and the letter, F. This will bring up a 
search field for the browser up in the right corner of the screen. It allows you to search 
the Wiki page you are on. Type in a word you are looking for, such as “birth”, and it will 
bring you to the first instance of that word on the page. You can click on the arrows next 
to the search field to see additional matches.   
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STRATEGIES FOR SEARCHING THE WIKI 

• DON’T SEARCH BY NAME: You won’t find information about individuals in the Wiki, but 
you will find links to databases or other resources that may contain information about 
your ancestor. 

• DO SEARCH BY LOCATION: Search the Research Wiki by location, such as a country, 
state, county, or parish. On each page of the Wiki you will find a search field found in the 
top right corner of the screen. 

• NEVER USE ABBREVIATIONS IN SEARCH FIELD: The Wiki search is limited in scope 
and does not recognize abbreviations. In the search field, always spell out locations to 
get the best results. For example, don’t use OH, but instead type out Ohio. 

• CHECK ALL JURISDICTIONS: Start on the country page and work your way down to 
lower jurisdictions (states, provinces, departments, municipalities, counties, parishes, 
etc.), if known, to see all research resources.  For example, start at United States and go 
down to New York; then, check the county level, such as Oneida County.  

• GOOGLE: The Wiki search field has limitations and may return too many results or none 
at all for a topic you are looking for. Instead, it can be useful to use the Google search 
engine to find the content on the Wiki. If you are looking for Illinois migration records, do 
the following: Go to Google: https://www.google.com/. In the search field, type in: 
“FamilySearch Wiki Illinois migration records”. You will find more relevant results with 
Wiki pages at the top. 

 

 

BEST WIKI PAGES TO USE FOR RESEARCH 

• USE ONLINE GENEALOGY RECORDS PAGES: These pages are for country or state-
wide databases that are organized by topic. Links go to free and subscription websites. 
They are found as blue buttons on country and other Wiki pages. A master list of these 
pages is found under the Research Wiki menu on the left side of the screen on each 
Wiki page called “Online Genealogy Records.” Or, use this URL: 
https://www.FamilySearch.org/wiki/en/Online_Genealogy_Records_by_Location 

• USE ONLINE RESEARCH HELP: The purple button found on country pages links to a 
Wiki page containing information about Virtual Genealogy Consultations provided by the 
FamilySearch Library, FamilySearch Community Groups, and Online Genealogy 
Research Groups (Facebook). Each of these experiences provides a way to ask advice 
on how to continue your research for your difficult genealogical problems. FamilySearch 
Library staff and community members can assist by providing suggestions. This button is 
located on all country/state pages. Or, use this URL: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Online_Research_Help   

• USE NAMING CUSTOMS ARTICLES: Different countries have unique naming systems. 
The personal names Wiki articles give naming customs/patterns you will encounter when 
searching for your ancestors in the records. Visit the country page and locate the 
Personal Names link found in the sidebar. Or, use this URL: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Category:Naming_Customs  

• USE GUIDED RESEARCH: The Guided Research experience was created to assist 
genealogists starting research in a country they are not familiar with. Guided Research 

https://www.google.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Online_Genealogy_Records_by_Location
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Online_Research_Help
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Category:Naming_Customs
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provides prioritized lists of genealogy resources for birth, marriage, and death records 
for selected countries. It is found under the Research Wiki menu on the left side of the 
screen on each Wiki page called, Guided Research. Or use this URL: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Guided_Research_for_Online_Records 

• USE GENALOGICAL WORD LISTS: Genealogical word lists are available for 31 
languages. These pages give lists of words for common genealogical terms found on 
records, as well as their English translations. Links are also provided to additional Wiki 
pages helping with reading handwriting in other languages. Visit the country page and 
locate the Genealogical Word List Wiki pages under the Background section of the 
country sidebar on the right of the page. All languages pertinent to that country are listed 
there. Or use this link: https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogical_Word_Lists 

• USE DATES AND CALENDARS ARTICLES: The country Dates and Calendars pages 
outline the calendaring systems used by a country over time. Understanding the 
calendar of your homeland is important to understanding dates recorded in the historical 
documents. Dates and Calendars pages currently exist for a limited number of countries, 
but additional pages will be created in the future. Visit the country page and locate the 
Dates and Calendars page under the Background section of the country sidebar on the 
right of the page. Or, use this URL: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Dates_and_Calendars  

• USE FEAST DAY CALENDAR ARTICLES: Feast Day Calendar articles include charts 
outlining historic feast day equivalents to a modern date format. Some countries 
recorded dates in documents such as “third Sunday after Easter,” which makes it difficult 
to know what exact date the event happened. Using a feast day calendar helps convert 
those dates to the calendaring system for that year. Use this URL: 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogical_Feast_Day_Calendars  

• USE HISTORICAL RECORDS ARTICLES: These pages are specifically created to 
explain the scope of a FamilySearch Historical Records Collection and give examples of 
relevant information found in the collection. Coverage tables and inventories regarding 
the years and localities covered are often included to assist in understanding the 
limitations of a database. Click on the How to Use this Collection link found on the 
FamilySearch Historical Records Collection page. Use this link to access the collections: 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list 

 

TRANSLATE WIKI PAGES  

• Use the “Select Language” link to translate any Wiki page into 133 
languages. The link is listed under the Translate menu found on the 
left side of the screen on each Wiki page. This feature is available in all 
8 languages Wikis. 

 

 

 

© 2024 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reprinted or reproduced in 

any form for any purpose without prior written permission.                  

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Guided_Research_for_Online_Records
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogical_Word_Lists
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Dates_and_Calendars
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Genealogical_Feast_Day_Calendars
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list

