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BYU FAMILY HISTORY BACHELOR'S PROGRAM

* 4-Year Bachelot’s Degree
* In-person only

* Focused on students’ experiential learning
* Visit history.byu.edu/family-history for more information!
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 PALEOGRAPIHY

Reading and interpreting old writing and documents




SCRIPT.BYU.LEDU

*Free!

* Tutorials in most major European languages
o Catalan, offered in English and Spanish

Dutch, offered in English

English, offered in English

French, offered in English and French

German, offered in English and German

Italian, offered in English and Spanish

Latin, offered in English

Portuguese, offered in English and

Portuguese

Russian, offered in English

o Spanish, offered in English and Spanish

O O O O O o o
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HISTORY OF EUROPEAN ALPHABETS

ABIFAEZHOIKA
M N EO n PZTYCD In much of the world today,
oman/Latin letter forms
’XWQ A rérl;latin int:se.

N 3
- o

PHOENICIAN ROMAN/LATIN
4XW4 Q) O FY ABCDEFGHIK
AL OHIY A LMNOPQRSTV

194 XYZ




*Cyrillic letter forms created in Slavic-speaking areas
*9-10th centunies
Remains in use in much of Eastern Europe today.

Russian Cyrillic alphabet
(Pycexmit kuproinveckuit andasnr)

Uppercase lowercase paseas
Aan BOagsa Bga, C'roaa A auan Ecwo
Ecdn Moo 330 v M it s K Kw®
JI ot e MMmww HMws O 0w IMaww Ppwp
Ccw Trao Yyo Dy XX I ww
Yuym IMwwew Wmwe Boos bluiww bbhow

DD lO 10 0w ﬂ AR



Thomas Risley’s Will

- 1665

.

Thomas Risley will, 7 February 1665, BYU Special Collections, Land Indenture Collection, MSS 1779 Series 4 Item 3, Oversize: 13, Folder: 2.
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ROADMAP

Examples and Practice Applying the Principles Taught

()3 Reminders and Additional Resources




[P I: CONDUCT AN OVERVIEW
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John Virgoe, will, 7 May 1649, BYU Special Collections, Land Indenture Collection, MSS 1779 Series 3, Item 3, Box 7,, Folder: 11.



[P 2: DO THE EASY PARIS FIRST

England, Lancashire, Liverpool, Roman Catholic Parish Records, 17709-1968, “FamilySearch

(https://www.familysearch.org : accessed 9 February 2024), entry for Catharina Walsh, dated 15 February 1887.



BYU Script Tutorial

TP 3- CONSULT
THE BYU SCRIPI
TUTORIAL

Language Tutorials

' N\ r N\ s
Catalan Tutoria Dutch Tutoria English Tutoria
Fcr 14 - ' } Er vlich
o UNIC L J cnail |
N & . > .
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s N r N\ r N\
French Tutona German Tutorial Italian Tutoria
nglist eutscl English | Espaniol
\ J \ J \ J
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Latin Tutoria Portuguese Tutorial Russian Tutoria
- F Portuaués English
. e \ . . »

~ Y
{ } Spanish Tutorial [ J




[P - COMPARE LETTERS TO AN
ALPHABET CHARI

; ‘,2\1/44?7 ;:V//a,ul, /mwd 76 21 //am..

4 ///;///?/,//7//////////////////'l////// //’/'//
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“Stoughton, Norfolk, Massachusetts, United States records, Aug 5, 2018,” images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org :
ccccccc d 9 February 2024), image 671 of 860.
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[P b USE THE DOCUMENT TO
DECIPHER ITSELF
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Know the format of the document type.
Use familiar words to create a key for difficult letters.



[P b USE THE DOCUMENT TO
DECIPHER ITSELF

PLACE OF DEATA.

“Stoughton, Norfolk, Massachusetts, United States records, Aug 5, 2018,” images, FamilySearch ﬁ ;: Z
(https://www.familysearch.org : accessed 9 February 2024), image 671 of 860.




[P 6: COLLABORATE! e emrr

Back of a picture | believe was my dad's mom from somewhere in Russia

O
. Community Home Ask a Question Community News Groups
Qc FamilySearch d Q y s

HOME » GROUPS » RUSSIAN EMPIRE RESEARCH

Translation help - J. Wionzkowski and M.

- L d » m
Stanistawska. todz, 1912
\{-\:/
Hello,
May | recive help with translating the following marriage record? ﬂ Home A Main ' Q Topics
Thank you and best regards, . _ :
B Guidelines Help with reading a handwritten German document
O
3 Hashtags
= If anyone is able to read this handwriting, | would be most grateful for a transcript. It was
& Subgroups the family. | can understand the German, | just cannot make out the words in this script.

prevy
g8 Calendar




PEACTICE!

Learning to read new writing styles is just like learning to read
for the first time. Proper practice makes proper understanding!
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Mlxed Hand

Primarily italic hand with
components of secretary hand

Society of Friends, Buckinghamshire, England, Women’s Monthly Meeting Minutes, 1670-1792, Buckinghamshire Archives, NQ 4.3.1
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Tip Used:
Use the Document to

Decipher Itself




ENGLISH SECRETARY HAND
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Spanis

Church Records, BYU Spanish Script Tutor
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TRANSCRIPTION LINE (TRANSLATION
Diziembre de 1721 a° 1 December of 1721 years
Visente | Ep el Pueblo des™Joseph de | 2 Vicente, In the town of San José de
ind. Gracia Juris de la Villa de Indian Gracia, jurlsdlctlop of the
_ _ town of Aguascalientes on
Ag“Cal® en en prim® de diz® the first of December
h. lex. de milset.°® y beintiun a of one thousand seven
oopisevpuseios st |3 |lEimate | woredomdiumne)
oleos a Visente ind h.lex de . P : e . Y
4 oils on Vicente, Indian,
Mig legitimate son of Miguel
des"tiago, Y de Maria 4 de Santiago and of Maria
Garcia fueronpad.® Ignacio Garcnaf. His godparents were
Ignacio de la Cruz and
dela Cruz Y Josepha de :
Josepha de Nangarita,
Nan
suoblig™ Y cog™ esp' Ylo thelr.dutle.s and splr.ltual |
o relationship. And | signed it.
firmée.
Joseph deMendoza 6 Joseph de Mendoza
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German

st . U -
| /;/.7‘./ (\,7/.7.-?¢,- et //a.u :
| Aata .27 7/,7 1747, (l//ﬁ? //. ShA)

E | | s ab et h a
T1psLlsed

‘g ‘Z 1 '0 ﬂ('g /A4 ’//a/ DotheEasyPartsFlrst'
Compare Letters to an Alphabet Chart
[l 13abetha

“Deutschland, ausgewahlte evangelische Kirchenbucher 1500-1971,” database, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org : accessed 9 February 2024), entry for Elizabetha, dated 27 August 1747.
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Honora Gear vidua sepulta fuit Marti) 28°. 1708.
vis. June 7.
Johannes Little de Alders sepultus August: 31°
1708. Richardus Rabbats sepultus fuit Octobris 24°

Honor Gear widow was buried March 28th1708.

vis[itation] June 7. e O o
John Little of Alders buried August 31st. | Latl}l n Eng l_lSh
1708. Richard Rabbats was buried October 24th. Mlxed Ha nd

Askerswell, Dorset, England parish registers, burial entries for 1708, Dorset History Centre PEIASK:RE1, digital image
at Dorset, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812, Ancestry.co.uk



FAMILYSEARCH ‘FULL-TEXT SEARCH’

View Experiments

4

Go To Experiment

Search

% FamilySearch Labs

Try out some potential new features
and tell us what you think.

VIEW EXPERIMENTS

>
y

J r
|

W
R
SN
\ 5
b
y = i A

Search

Expand your search with Full Text

Unlock hidden discoveries in historical records that
have never been searchable until now.

TURN OFF

Go To Experiment

Start your search

Keywords

Name

Place Year (Range)

Image Group Number (DGS)

Q SEARCH



#007976788 » Item2

, | Sl | Full Transcript
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and Seven Hundred and six List of
goathurst in the County of Somersett Bart
of the one pr and Margarett Lovell of
Axbridge in the same County widdow of
the other Jacon of arler and absolute
Surrender made into his hands by the saic
Margaret Lowell of all such estate right
title and Inter ed whatsoever which the th
said Margaret Lowell now hath or
hereafter may chain to have of in and to
the prmisses hereafter menconed by | in
the six and thirtieth year of the Reign of
our Soveraign Lord Charles the Second
then over England or King or As allsoe for
and in Considerator | the said Margarett
Lowell in hand well and truely satisfied
contented and paid at and before the
ensealing and delivery of these prsents th:
receive and to farm letten And by these
prsents doth demise ease grant and to
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and Seven Hundred and six List of
goathurst in the County of Somersett Bart
of the one pr and Margarett Lovell of
Axbridge in the same County widdow of
the other Jacon of arler and absolute
Surrender made into his hands by the said
Margaret Lowell of all such estate right
title and Inter ed whatsoever which the thi
said Margaret Lowell now hath or
hereafter may chain to have of in and to
the prmisses hereafter menconed by | in
the six and thirtieth year of the Reign of
our Soveraign Lord Charles the Second
then over England or King or As allsoe for
and in Considerator | the said Margarett
Lowell in hand well and truely satisfied
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FULL-TEXT SEARCH IS A GAME CHANGER!
[T WILL GREATLY EXPAND THE NUMBER OF
ANCESTORS YOU CAN FIND.
YOU WILL STILL NEED TO KNOW HOW 10
DECIPHER THE LANGUAGE, CONTEX'T, AND
MEANING OF OLD DOCUMENTS.



Bonus Tip: Use Historical Dictionaries

—

BEING SOMEWHAT CRASIE IN MY BODY BUT OF GOOD AND

Oxford English Dictionary : crasie/crazy
Obsolete definition (10th-19th centuries):
having poor health, diseased, sickly, frail, infirm
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REMINDERS

BYU Family History Script Tutorial Syllabus and More
Program Available to All Resources



YOU CAN DO THIS!
All it takes is good practice with
- the help of good tools.




CONTACT INFORMATION

YU Family History Program
Dr. Amy Harris ~ ~ Danielle Elder Blaylock N .- € O B T

' r.j I @familyhistoryprof l r.j I @realdanielleelder l r.j I @byuhistory

amy.harris@byu,edu danielle.e202010@gmail.com wwwy. | history.byu.edu/family-history




66

Thank you for attending
Getting Started, Part 6-
Readmg Old Documents.

Addltlonal resources and websites are hsted on the syllabus

%




Overall, how would you rate the
session you just attended?

1-Low. S - Higt

Overall, how would you rate the
presemter/?

1-Low. S - Higt!

FEEDBACK

@1 Find this session in the RootsTech Mobile App
Qz Scroll down to Fill Out Survey

@B Let us know how this session was!



