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Background to Irish Census

« Almost everything that was part of the 1901 & 1911 Census survived.
o Majority of 1821, 1831, 1841 and 1851 were destroyed 1n the 1922 Public
Record Office fire*®

o 1861 and 1871 were destroyed shortly after censuses were taken.

o 1881 and 1891 were pulped during World War 1 due to paper shortage.
o No 1921 census due to the Irish War of Independence.
> 1926 Census due for release on April 18th, 2026.

*Apart from a few survivals 1in certain counties



Know your Census Returns (Part 1)

« Form A = Regular Household Return
o Record of all people living 1n household.
« Form Bl = House & Buildings Return
- Provides you with details about dwelling/buildings — what kind of walls,
roof, how many rooms, windows etc...
« Form B2 = Return of Out-Offices & Farm Steadings
o Details what extra buildings are attached to a dwelling. E.g. Stables,
coach houses, piggeries etc...
o« Form N = Enumerators Return
o (31ves details of number of houses 1n total on a street, with occupants
broken down by gender. Form also details religious denominations
present.



Know your Census Returns! (Part 2)
Institutional and Shipping Forms

« Form B3: Shipping Return

« Form C: Return of sick at their own homes

« Form D: Returns of lunatics and 1diots not 1n mstitutions
- Form E: Workhouse return

« Form F: Hospital Return

« Form G: College and Boarding School Return

- Form H: Barrack Return

« Form I: Return of 1diots and lunatics 1n institutions

« Form K: Prison return



Institutional and Shipping Forms

- Contains details about occupants
of 1nstitutions e.g.
- Workhouses
o Barracks
o Colleges
o Orphanages
- Hospitals
- Mother and Baby Homes™*
o Industrial Schools

- Magdalene Laundries

NOTE: Names of the occupants indexed

in mitial form. E.g. John Whelan 1s
indexed as J. W.

Some entries are not digitised due to not

being microfilmed so are not online*

*correct at time of presentation.

**available in 1926 Census.



1901 Census

« Conducted on 315t March 1901
» Contains details about:

o Name

o Surname

- Relation to Head of Household

o Religion

o Literacy

o Age

o Sex

> Occupation

o Marital Status

o Birth Location

o Language

o If Deaf, Dumb or Blind*



Case Study:
Daniel ‘Dan’ Fraher



Daniel ‘Dan’ Fraher - Background

« Born 1852, Tooraneena, Co. Waterford. (Should be 48 in 1901)
« Married August 4th 1892 to Mary Walsh.

 Living in Grattan Square in his Drapery Shop in 1901.

« 1911 Census return 1sn’t digitised™

*mmfo correct at time of presentation
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Home Search Census Early 20th century Ireland Browse Census How to Search

Residents of a house 17 in Grattan Square (Dungarvan No. 1, Watertord)
1Show all information

Surname Forename Age Sex Relation to head Religion
Fraher Daniel 48 Male Head of Family Roman Catholic
Fraher Maurice 7 Male Son Roman Catholic
Fennell Maurice 29 Male Shop Assistant Roman Catholic
Danford Michael 25 Male Shop Assistant Roman Catholic
Dower Mary 22 Female  Servant Roman Catholic Image: National Archives Ireland
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1911 Census

’ Conquted g 274 April 1911 NOTE: Pieces in Bold, Italic &
» Contains details about: Underline are parts that are in

o Name 1911 Census that aren’t in 1901.

o Surname

o Relation to Head of Household

> Religion

o Literacy

o Age

o Sex

o Occupation

o Marital Status

o Number of Years Married

o Number of Children Born Alive

o Number of Children Still Living

o Birth Location

o Language

o If Deaf, Dumb or Blind* 12




Case Study: John Loftus



John Loftus - Background

« Born 1n 1876, Rosslevin, Bohola, County Mayo
« Married March 15 1911 (two weeks before census night!)
« Living in Toocananagh, Mayo in 1911.

*Correct at time of presentation
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Household Return (1911)

CENSUS OF IRELAND, 1911.
Two Examples of the mode of filling up this Table are given on the other side.
FORM A. .
RETURN of the MEMBERS of this FAMILY and their VISITORS, BOARDERS, SERVANTS, &c., who slept or abode in this

No. on Form B, ./,

House on the night of SUNDAY, the and of APRIL, 1o11.

RELATION
SAND AN SURNARE. S RELIGIOUS AGE (last Birthday) RANK, PROFESSION, OR
Family. PROFESSION. EDUCATION. and SEX. bocUPATION. PARTICULARS AS TO MARRIAGE. WHERE BORN. | IRISH LANGUAGE. | /T4l and Dumb;
. - e S lF 1 Blind ; A
Imbecile i
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% | e et e i | s o Procsa e |5 Sttty | P | s i, k| Whther o lirnbmalivto] 1 e, s 355 5
“ | “Head of the Family should be written first;| orother’ | not to deseribe themsel o ad vt ean | year gtate the age in | [No entry should be made in the case |  * Widower,» | Yurs the | (P rC ildren born | cror at County or | only, and the words | Write the respee-
then the names of his Wife, Children .u.:i Relative: by the v . t pe Pru;:-‘ Read ™ only, or months, ag « l.m:f:r 1 of wives, daughters, or other female « Widow ' present aliv 6o * Nona ™ City; if elsewhere, | Inisn & FExcrsn ™ tive infirmitics
other HMelatives ; then those of ‘I-"il;itnrl. “ Visitor,” t.:rnt * I:E:mtoerm ter “Cannot Head." month,” * 1 month,” relatives solely engaged in domestic or “Single.” Marriage h 'T -y state the name of | opposite the names of opposite the name
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. “t:" chu;h'n el ! cular If less both |Hng'll.u,|.{l_'5. In prson,
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— Ages Ages ucsted to read the instructions on Tornwetel Childsen - o
Christian Name. Surname, ; Mo | Foskates fremw— il . living '
—— ; ve. g
| 'l
| ellatiard
3| SPOpn.
3 |
4

I hereby certify, as required by the Act 10 Edw. VIL, and 1 Geo. V., cap. 11,
that the foregoing Return is correct, according to the best of my knowledge and
beliel,

2914 {7 : Signature of Enumerator.
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Case Study:
Mary Fraher (neé Walsh)



Mary Walsh - Background

« Born 1n 1865, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny.

» Married August 4t 1892 to Daniel Fraher.
. Institutionalised approx. 1898

« 1901 entry 1sn’t digitised™*

 Living in St John’s Hill, Waterford in 1911.
« Died 1914 in Asylum aged 49

*Correct at time of presentation
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Institutional Return (1911)

Years Married

Children
Marital Born / Still
Entry No. Name Surname Religion Read / Write Age Occupation Status Living
110 M Fraher Do Do 45 Housekeeper Married 19 3 2
f 7 "... ... | 4 .';. 1 .-'" s ""'f:h 'a-"'"l":-:l-l--f-ul'.l..h ‘éﬂ't|‘|-l":lr. .F -'El [
A " ELE faa | .'IPI |
- .|!'- : ¥ ' L # i
Town / Townland Reason for Years  Ascertained / Presumed
Place of Birth Admitted Irish Language Admission Admitted Cause of Insanity
Co. Kilkenny Dungarvan Irish & English Do 13 Hereditary
r L 1. )
'I'::'I' I‘:l.'él.r.-i.-h.l..-":l PR B 'l..l.l.ll': i'-"'}"}/l". ‘ "...fll-' . ' My
20
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1926 Census

« Recorded on April 18th, 1926.
 The first census 1n 15 years. First of the Irish Free State.

« Due to be released, made available on April 18th, 2026
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

ForM A —CENSUS OF THE IRISH FREE STATE, 19026

Please tead the Instructions and Examples shown on the accompanying Memorandum A, and tnen fill up the Schedule carefully, and in ink.

—— - —— — e - i i e —— .
ﬁ . ) Information
Alarriage Information recarding
Relationship or ] Irizh OCCUPATION AND EMPLOYMENT recarding present present and
NAME AND SURKAME! to head of Age Bex Orphan- | Birthplace | Language | Religion Marriages previons
Household hood Personal required from Marriages
Occupation Employment Married Women reguired from
— AMarried AMen,
State for each Widowers,
F Married Woman and Widows
i (@) (b) (©) (d) (e) () (@) (h) (k) () (m) (n) (0)
yrs. | mths. yrs. | mths.
1
2
3
4
|° |
| o
7
I 3
9
I 10
— R . E— e — ————— e ———— ——
Question (p) . — ) )

of my knowledge and belief.

Signoture of Head of Heusehold, ele.....cocvvrvnininnnnninnannnnnn.

To BE FILLED I8 UBY THE ENUMERATOR

L

|

[(EEIERIERERE RN}

I hereby certify that the foregoing Return (consisting of......

pages) is complete and correct to the best of my knowledge

and belief.

Signeiure of ENUMETGLOT....ccoveves vevirssnsnssns

Image: Central Statistics Office Ireland

FLI
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Useful Tips

« Don’t assume that ages recorded are correct. Ages tended to be out by a few
years 1n some 1nstances.

 Try out different variations of the person’s name, they could’ve always been
mistranscribed or been listed under a nickname.

o If the person had lived 1in a Gaeltacht (Irish-speaking area) name could be
listed under their Irish name e.g. John Whelan could become Sean

O’Faolain.

« O wasn’t always recorded so O’Sullivan could change to Sullivan.

23
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Ages | Ages
of of
Males. Females,

ﬁ- 1 7.

i

Residents of a house 16.1 in George’s Quay (Trinity Ward, Dublin)

Surname Forename
Elizabeth Halford
John Halford
Patrick Halford
Mary Bathman
John Smith
Heerey Bridget

Report any error in transcription

55
23
21
40
40
24

Age Sex

Female
Male
Male
Female

Male

Female

Relation to head
Head of Family
Son
Son
Boarder
Boarder

Servant

==L

— Census Years /1911 /Dublin / Trinity Ward / George’s Quay / Residents of a house

Images:

National
Archives
of Ireland

JShow all information

Religion
Roman Catholic
Roman Catholic
Roman Catholic
Roman Catholic
Roman Catholic

Roman Catholic



NAME and SURNAME.

(Head of iy PROFESSION. I EDUCATION. I AGE.
State whother | ***or Rellgious Desommipntion,
Head of Family,”| w0 which each belongs.
e Wite, ' ~ Son,"| [(Members of ﬁ_m
ol retntive’ | Sesametvas by ihe vages et caly,

“ Visitor,” ' | “Protestant,” but to e or * Cannot Besd,"
codoanitn, | s e Paictar Gacek |

they belong.|
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Home /1901/1911 Census, Ireland / Search

Search results Displaying results 1 - 10 of 19

Records per page: 10 /50 /100 1Show all information
Sort by: Relevance /Surname / Forename / Townland or Street / DED / County / Age / Sex

Surname Forename Townland/Street DED County Age Sex
Barnes Padraig North Queen Street Dock Ward Antrim 13 M I .
Beirne Padraig Church Street Rosstrevor Down 28 M mages.
Dubhghaill ~ Padraig Garden Lane Wood Quay Dublin 32 M National
Ua Muireagain Padraig Heytesbury Street Wood Quay Dublin 28 M .
O'Brien Padraig Glenarm Avenue and Villas  Drumcondra Dublin 2 M ArChlve >
Ua Broin Padraig Grattan Parade Drumcondra Dublin 18 M Of Ireland
Breathnach Padraig Heytesbury Street Fitzwilliam Dublin 51 M
Mc Manus Padraig Derryronan Swineford Mayo 21 M
O h-Ogan Padraig Pennywell Limerick No. 6  Limerick 37 M
O Choiglidh Seosamh E. Padraig  Aungier Street Royal Exchange Dublin 30 M

Page 1 2 Next 10



Thank you for listening!

All my social media, websites and other things can be found here:

danielloftus.carrd.co
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