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Background to Irish Census
Almost everything that was part of the 1901 & 1911 Census survived.

Majority of 1821, 1831, 1841 and 1851 were destroyed in the 1922 Public
Record Office fire*
1861 and 1871 were destroyed shortly after censuses were taken.
1881 and 1891 were pulped during World War 1 due to paper shortage.
No 1921 census due to the Irish War of Independence.
1926 Census due for release on April 18th, 2026.

*Apart from a few survivals in certain counties
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Know your Census Returns (Part 1)
Form A = Regular Household Return

Record of all people living in household.
Form B1 = House & Buildings Return

Provides you with details about dwelling/buildings – what kind of walls,
roof, how many rooms, windows etc…

Form B2 = Return of Out-Offices & Farm Steadings
Details what extra buildings are attached to a dwelling. E.g. Stables,
coach houses, piggeries etc…

Form N = Enumerators Return
Gives details of number of houses in total on a street, with occupants
broken down by gender. Form also details religious denominations
present.
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Know your Census Returns! (Part 2)
Institutional and Shipping Forms

Form B3: Shipping Return
Form C: Return of sick at their own homes
Form D: Returns of lunatics and idiots not in institutions
Form E: Workhouse return
Form F: Hospital Return
Form G: College and Boarding School Return
Form H: Barrack Return
Form I: Return of idiots and lunatics in institutions
Form K: Prison return
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Institutional and Shipping Forms

Contains details about occupants
of institutions e.g.

Workhouses
Barracks
Colleges
Orphanages
Hospitals
Mother and Baby Homes**
Industrial Schools
Magdalene Laundries

NOTE: Names of the occupants indexed
in initial form. E.g. John Whelan is
indexed as J. W.

Some entries are not digitised due to not
being microfilmed so are not online*

*correct at time of presentation.
**available in 1926 Census.
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1901 Census
Conducted on 31ˢᵗ March 1901
Contains details about:

Name
Surname
Relation to Head of Household
Religion
Literacy
Age
Sex
Occupation
Marital Status
Birth Location
Language
If Deaf, Dumb or Blind* 6



Case Study: 
Daniel ‘Dan’ Fraher

7



Daniel ‘Dan’ Fraher - Background
Born 1852, Tooraneena, Co. Waterford. (Should be 48 in 1901)
Married August 4ᵗʰ 1892 to Mary Walsh.
Living in Grattan Square in his Drapery Shop in 1901.
1911 Census return isn’t digitised*

*info correct at time of presentation
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House No. 17, Grattan Square, Dungarvan No. 1, Waterford

Image: National Archives Ireland
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Image: Waterford
History News,
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1911 Census
Conducted on 2ⁿᵈ April 1911
Contains details about:

Name
Surname
Relation to Head of Household
Religion
Literacy
Age
Sex
Occupation
Marital Status
Number of Years Married
Number of Children Born Alive
Number of Children Still Living
Birth Location
Language
If Deaf, Dumb or Blind*

NOTE: Pieces in Bold, Italic &
Underline are parts that are in
1911 Census that aren’t in 1901.
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Case Study: John Loftus
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John Loftus - Background
Born in 1876, Rosslevin, Bohola, County Mayo
Married March 15ᵗʰ 1911 (two weeks before census night!)
Living in Toocananagh, Mayo in 1911.

*Correct at time of presentation
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Image: National Archives Ireland

Household Return (1911)

House No. 34, Toocananagh, Toocananagh, Mayo
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Case Study:
Mary Fraher (neé Walsh)
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Mary Walsh - Background
Born in 1865, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny.
Married August 4ᵗʰ 1892 to Daniel Fraher.
Institutionalised approx. 1898
1901 entry isn’t digitised*
Living in St John’s Hill, Waterford in 1911.
Died 1914 in Asylum aged 49

*Correct at time of presentation
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Image: National Archives Ireland
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110 M Fraher Do Do 45 Housekeeper Married 19 3 2

Co. Kilkenny Dungarvan Irish & English Do 13 Hereditary

Image: National Archives Ireland

Entry No. Name Surname Religion Read / Write Age Occupation
Marital
Status

Years Married

Children
Born / Still

Living

Place of Birth
Town / Townland

Admitted Irish Language
Reason for
Admission

Years
Admitted

Ascertained / Presumed
Cause of Insanity

Institutional Return (1911)
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1926 Census
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Recorded on April 18th, 1926.
The first census in 15 years. First of the Irish Free State.
Due to be released, made available on April 18th, 2026



Image: Central Statistics Office Ireland
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Useful Tips
Don’t assume that ages recorded are correct. Ages tended to be out by a few
years in some instances.

Try out different variations of the person’s name, they could’ve always been
mistranscribed or been listed under a nickname.

If the person had lived in a Gaeltacht (Irish-speaking area) name could be
listed under their Irish name e.g. John Whelan could become Seán
O’Faoláin.

O’ wasn’t always recorded so O’Sullivan could change to Sullivan.
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Thank you for listening!
All my social media, websites and other things can be found here:

danielloftus.carrd.co
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https://danielloftus.carrd.co/

