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Introduction

In the wake of the devastating earthquake in Antioch, we face an
urgent task: tracing genealogical roots and documenting the
cultural heritage that lies buried beneath the rubble.

This presentation will explore the importance of adopting a
multi-methodological approach that integrates large databases
like FamilySearch with qualitative methodologies, including oral
history and ethnography, as well as active engagement with both
diaspora and homeland communities.



J.R. (José Rafael)
Medeiros Coelho, MA

As o PhD Candidate and Teaching
& Research Stoff member at the
Department of Middle Eastern
Studies, my academic journey is
deeply rooted in history,
anthropology and sociology

My PhD research, titled "Ottoman
Arab Migrations to Latin America
(Antioch-Sao Paulo). Mapping
Transnational Hubs, Networks,
and Cultural Heritage,”

Delves into the migration history
of Ottoman Arab Christians to
Latin America during the 19th and
20th centuries.
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Antakya as a Homeland:
Remains home to Turkiye'’s largest Arab Christian community
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In the garden of the Greek Orthodox Church of Antakya.

Abdullah Sert's Family Archives



Listening to the Ethnographic Field: An Encounter with Brazil in Antakya, 2018-2020

Photos taken by J.R.M.Coelho, 2020






Research Objectives

e Migration History: Disentangle the migration histories of Arab Christian families to Séo
Paulo from a global and micro perspective;

e Transnational Hubs: Focus on Antioch and Séo Paulo as key transnational hubs allowing
circulation/mobility between diaspora and homeland;

e Network Mapping: Map the circulation of (post-)Ottoman Arab Christian migrants,
institutions, forms of capital, and social, religious, and cultural networks;

e Heritage Preservation:: Digitize, document, and preserve tangible and intangible cultural
heritage linked to these migrations, including genealogical archival and oral history data,

and family records.



“Entangled Histories”
Antakya (dsuail)

-  Waves of Migration:
€ Lote 19th - Mid-20th Century
€ Driven by complex historical,
political, and socioeconomic
entanglements
- Antioch as a Hub:
€ Under Ottoman rule within
Aleppo’s Sanjak of Antakya
-  Shifts in Governance:
€ French Mandate in Syria
post-Ottoman Empire
€ Annexed by Turkiye in 1939 as
the Province of Hatay.
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Map drawn by J.RM.Coelho (2024)



Archival Types

Archives

Government &
Public Records

The Prime Minister's Ottoman Archives in Istanbul
The Public Archive of the State of SGo Paulo

Immigration Museum of S&o Paulo

Periodicals

Brazilion National Library

The Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality's Atatlrk
Library

Kaslik University Library's Brazilion ol Mahjar
periodicals collection.

Family &
Institutional
Records

Family Collections (ego, biographical documents)
Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral of SGo Paulo
Greek Orthodox Church of Antioch's records

Antiochian Society of Brazil's library
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How can genealogical data and cultural heritage under rubble be

mapped and preserved in post-earthquake Antioch?

e Fieldwork Challenges:

Families dispersed across Turkiye
(Istanbul, Ankara, Iskenderun, etc.)

Inaccessible church archives and
temporarily unknown archival
conditions

e Alternative methodologies:

Multi-sited fieldwork: Istanbul &
Antakya, 2024 - May - Sep

e Focus on Collecting Diasporic
Fragments of memory: biograophical
documents & oral testimonies,
archival genealogies



Assessment of Archival Sources and Ethnographic Fieldwork, May - Sep 2024

Undertaking Ethnographic fieldwork
with Antiochian Arab Orthodox Families

e Establishing Connections &
collecting Private Archives

e Organizing Oral Interviews

e [racing roots: Key family nomes
living in the diaspora and
homeland






Preserving Diasporic Fragments

‘Miryan Granny and Children’
Photo from 1927 Séo Paulo.

Encountered & Digitized at
Stephan Jewelry Shop, Uzun
Garsis, 2024.

Stephan Family Archive
Digitized by JRM. Coelho, 2024
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Sociedade Uniao Antiochina - 1925 -2024

Seated: Elie Aboud Kabarity, Gerjy Abdul hak, Amin Wakil, Mrs.
Adele Najeeb Khoury, Mrs. Mariona Rahmoush, Mrs. Salma Najeeb
Khoury, Hoanna Najeeb Khoury, Elias Arab, Alexy Abdul hak.

Standing: Rizk Allah Kassis, Nicholas Obeida, Hanna Aydah, Salim
Najeeb Khoury, Saba Abdul Maseeh Sabao, Ebrahim Tadheesh, Elie
Abdulloh Dardakiye, Rizk Allah Najeeb Khoury, Honna Kassis,
Noury Shehadeh, Zakrouz Bsharoh Mashta, Amin Hosh, Salim
Afiro, Gerjy Abdo, Hanna Abdullah Dardakiye.

With love to your esteemed father and sisters,

Amin & Iskandar
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From Rubble to Roots: Mapping Genealogical Data and Cultural Heritage in

Post-Earthquake Antioch

FamilySearch:

e Use existing its —
genealogical databases -
to trace family lineages,
cross-referencing data
with archival records for
accuracy.

vvvvv

e Digitized Archival
Materials: Access its
digitized archives from
local, regional, and
olobal institutions to
gather birth, marriage,
death, and migration
records.




Q{ FamilySearch FamilyTree Search Memories GetInvolved Activities @ ® ® ':'Q L' J  José Rafael499

Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

Brazil, Sao Paulo, Civil
Registration, 1925-2023 | | |

Place Year

Births, marriages, deaths and indexes created by various civil registration
offices in the state of Sdo Paulo. Some of these records have been indexed and ‘ SRy SoUNYYRiae FOMInCeor Lounty ‘ ‘ BithorDeathires ‘
are searchable as part of this collection. Additional images and indexed

records will be published as they become available. Q_ SEARCH MORE OPTIONS

@ HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

Cite This Collection

"Brasil, Sdo Paulo, Registro Civil, 1925-2023."
Database. FamilySearch. https://FamilySearch.org :
20 December 2024. Corregedor geral da justicia
(General Court of Justice), Sao Paulo.

COPY CITATION

About Volunteer Blog Find Ancestors Site Map DNA Solutions Gallery Mobile Apps  Contact Us
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COOKIE PREFERENCES OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
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All results for Abbud Kabarite

11 Results
Search g 0
First Names: Abbuq Abbud Kabarites
Last Names: Kabarite S M
Birth: Sao Paulo Other
. Brazil, Sao Paulo, Civil Registration, 1925-
Filters 2023
| Al Collections N B
Birth, Marriage, & Death il
Family Tree Profiles 2 Sousatis Occupation General
Memories Sex: Unknown
Other
‘ Genealogies 4 Brazil, Sao Paulo, Civil Registration, 1925-
~| 2023
Catalog 7
Books 74 B
Image Only Records 4
Kamente
Try this search on other sites (S;ﬁ:et’”km‘””
Brazil, Sao Paulo, Civil Registration, 1925-
) Ancestry > 2023
© MyHeritage
Y g > B

My Findmypast >



abarites

Mentioned in the Record of \
Birth - Brasil, S3o Paulo, Registro Civil, 1925-2023

This record was indexed by a computer.

Name Abbud Kabarites -
find an error,

- Sex M
CLICK HERE TO REPORT IT.
< Tree
Other People on This Record OPEN ALL
ATTACH TO TREE
- Ventura de Aguiar M v _
—
Lucinda Soares de Aguiar E ~ Similar Records

o = No similar records were found.
Sao Paulo, Sao

Eduardo de Aguiar Lavradez M z o
Paulo, Brasil

Document Information N
Name Eduardo de Aguiar Lavradez

Collection Information
Brasil, Sao Paulo, Registro Civil, 1925- @
2023 Event Type Birth

Sex Male

Cite This Record Event Date 2019 ~

"Brasil, Sao Paulo, Registro Civil, 1925-2023", , Event Place S&o Paulo, Sao Paulo, Brasil
FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6

VAN-537T : Fri Mar 08 11:35:02 UTC 2024), Entry ~ J230de Aguiar Lavra- Dez M =
Z}gru\i/::t;(t)’f;e Aguiar and Lucinda Soares de Edisidede SaizaPifio M %
Copy Citation Celestino Pangaldo M v
Abbud Rabarite M ~

Anto- No José Pimenta M ~

Josephado Amaral F ~

Per- Mezes Pardave M ~

Lui- Ra Soares Pimenta M ~

M ~

Antonio Rodrigues



From Rubble to Roots: Genealogical Archival Collection and Database

Building

E Antiochian Migration Family Records (Sao Paulo and Antakya) # m &

. Q_ Menus o o 8 F 100% - $ % O .00 123 Defau.. v~ | —[(10]+ B I = A > @ Ev +>- R~ A @
Cross-Analyzing Data
e Ethnographic, Oral History, ' B R smcw BT HE e ST mpes S
Genealogical Archival Data
Integration ) [ - i N T

e Enhancing Database on ol T IR —
Antiochian Family Records
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Results & Discussion:

From Rubble to Roots: Mapping Genealogical Data and Cultural Heritage

Preliminary Findings Next Steps (2025)

& Start mapping the genealogy of major - Planned archival and
families and their roles in the ethnographic research in Brazil
formation of diaspora communities, ¢ Cross-analysis of
and institutions such as Arquidiocese FamilySearch, church
Ortodoxa Antioquina de S&o Paulo records, Institutional
and the Sociedade Unido Antiochina. archives, periodicals, and

@ Building genealogical trees, linking oral history interviews
Antiochian diaspora and its
homeland.
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Concluding Remarks

In the wake of the devastating earthquake in Antioch, the task of tracing
genealogical roots and documenting cultural heritage buried under rubble
has become more urgent than ever. To achieve this, it is indispensable to
adopt a multi-methodological approach that integrates large databases like
FamilySearch with qualitative methodologies such as oral history,
ethnography, and active engagement with diaspora and homeland
communities.

These combined efforts are not only vital for uncovering and preserving the
rich heritage of Antiochian families but also for developing open-source
archives that ensure this heritage is accessible to future generations.

Together, we can rebuild not just the physical structures, but also the cultural
and familial roots that form the foundation of Antioch'’s legacy.
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Thank you for listening!

For further questions or inquiries, feel free to contact me:

Contact Information

Faculty of Arts

Middle Eastern Studies — Faculty Board
Oude Kijk in 't Jatstraat 26

9712 EK Groningen

The Netherlonds

E-mail: j.mmedeiros.coelho@rug.nl
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