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WHAT IS THE SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIAN GENEALOGISTS?

The Society of Australian Genealogists was formed in 1932 and is the oldest family history 
society in Australia. Among our many activities, we manage library and archive collections. 
The library collection contains our print and electronic resources, while the archive contains 
our unpublished manuscripts, photographs, and other materials. We run an extensive 
program of lectures, workshops, tours, and group meetings relating to genealogy and family 
history which are open to everyone. Our principal object is the advancement of 
genealogical education.


WHAT IS IN OUR ARCHIVAL COLLECTION?

The Society of Australian Genealogists has collected materials relating to Australia’s family 
history since 1932 and now has approximately 65,000 items. The archives hold: 

• family trees

• births, deaths and marriages documents

• family research albums

• migration records

• records of cemetery and grave site transcriptions

• original diaries, letters, wills, and biographies

• photographs, magic lantern slides, and daguerreotypes 

• topographical, parish, naval, and orthophoto maps


You can search our online catalogue, MIDAS (Manuscript and Image and Digital Archive 
System) by using this URL: midas.sag.org.au 


Or go to sag.org.au and access the catalogue through the “Using our Collections” drop 
down menu under “Library and Archives.”





http://midas.sag.org.au
http://sag.org.au


TO SEARCH THE COLLECTION

Use the search bar in the middle of the page to type in your request. Members can log in 
with their membership details using the Log In button on the top banner on the webpage. 
Members are able to see the full catalogue of our materials, while non-members are given a 
limited view.


ARCHIVE TERMINOLOGY TO HELP SEARCH

• Accession: An accession is the group of materials donated together. An accession is 

processed into one or more items.

• Items: An item is the group of materials in a particular catalogue entry. Each item has a 

unique identifying number in the catalogue.


TIPS TO NAVIGATE THE COLLECTION

• The cataloguing is designed for family historians, indexed by name, place, and record 

type. 

• To search by name, simply enter the name of the ancestor you are hoping to find. 

Additional biographical details, like date of birth, death, or marriage, have been included 
when possible to assist with identifying the right ancestor. 


• To search by place, search MIDAS by location, such as county, cemetery, parish, state, 
or country. 


• To search by type, enter the material you are hoping to examine, such as letters, 
diaries, passports, or certificate.


After entering the search terms, you will be brought to a landing page that sorts the search 
results. 




• The number of item title & desc refers to the search terms found in the title or 
description of the item. We recommend you start your search here, as this means the 
entire item is related to your search.


• The number of name and notes refers to the search terms found in the index 
references of the item. We recommend you search by index second, as it means the 
search terms might be found on a single page of the item. 


• The number of accession title & desc refers to the search terms found in the 
accession title and description. If you have an accession that matches your search term, 
you could be very lucky and have a large number of items related to your search!


TO ACCESS THE COLLECTION

• You can visit our archive in person, at the historic Richmond Villa at 120 Kent St, Millers 

Point, New South Wales. Appointments are required to view items and these are 
normally available on Wednesdays and Thursdays between 10.00am - 4.00pm. 


• You can also request a digital copy of an item. Click on the ‘Request View or Copy’ tab, 
then click on the ‘Order a copy’ button. We will send you a quote and after payment your 
copies will generally be provided via a Dropbox link. 


