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Japanese family history is
significantly influenced by
the overall structure of
historical Japanese society
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shinokosho
. (&% ‘s 8 ) Originally occupation
L e classification from
ancient China
Confucian thought

adopted as rigid social
structure in Tokugawa

shogunate (1603-1868)

Picture of “Samurai on horseback. Wikipedia — public domain.
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shinokosho
4+ (shi) - samurai

= (nod) —
peasants/farmers
T (ko) —
artisans/craftsmen
2 (sho) —
merchants/traders

Picture of "Samurai on horseback”. Wikipedia — public domain.




TN shinokosho
T e . + (shi) — samurai
L £ (no) -

s o G ey peasants/farmers
- . artisans/craftsmen
i (sho) —

merchants/traders

Picture of “Samurai on horseback. Wikipedia — public domain.
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shinokosho
« Recent research

(since mid-1990s)
Indicates social
classification, but not
ranking

No longer in school
textbooks

Picture of “Samurai on horseback. Wikipedia — public domain.




Pre-modern
social
- gtrshgture

e = (no)/I (ko)/f
(sho)
« Others

Others? Who are these
others?

Picture of “Samurai on horseback. Wikipedia — public domain.




1% Eta

* “Much uncleaness”
 Occupations that
violated ritualistic

purity in Shinto and
Buddhism

e Originally falconry
and later tanners,
executioners, etc.

Picture of "Edo Eta”. Wikipedia — public domain.




JEA Hinin

e “Nonhuman”

« Beggars, hermits,
criminals, lepers,

entertainers, etc.

Picture of "Beggar”. Wikipedia — public domain.
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« “People of the
village”

e Discrimination
based on
occupation,
village, and/or
surname

dia — public domain.




#1¥EERE Shinheimin

e “New
commoners”

e Starting with
\Meiji Restoration,
civil rights efforts
to end
discrimination

« New privacy laws

dia — public domain.




Japanese privacy laws
associated with civil rights
have impacted some
aspects of family history
research



for Japanese

population (1873-

1919)
e Discriminatory

£ Jinshin

koseki in 1872

Basis

identifiers found
 Viewing of Jinshin
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limited due to sect-
specific privacy

temple parishioners
directives

Buddhist death
Buddhist names of
 Previously accessible
 Current accessibility

registers
« Contains posthumous

1BEIE Kakocho
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Used with permission.
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Feedback

Remember to give feedback in the app!

1. Find this session in the RootsTech
Mobile App

2. Scroll down to Fill Out Survey

3. Let us know how this session was

rootstech @

SESSION DETAILS

| Thu, March 2nd 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm

LOCATION
Room 150

EVENT DETAILS

Searching for female ancestors can feel like playing
a game of hide and seek in the leaves of the family
tree. Name changes and the lack of records means
genealogy researchers need to use a different set
of strategies to reveal those female ancestors.
Learn where to search and how to interpret the
clues to the women in your tree,

*All classes are first come, first seated. Adding
to your planner does not guarantee a seat.

NOTES

5 Add a Note
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japanesefamilyhistory@gmail.com
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