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Karte Zur Geschichte Preussens. Published by Bibliographisches Institut 1890.

Prussia’s Changing Borders



Source: Wikimedia

Prussia’s Changing Borders
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Prussia’s Changing Borders



South Prussia Province

• Prussian province between 1793-1807

• Territory annexed during the Second 
 Partition of Poland

• Posen was the capital from 1793-1795 
 followed by Warschau from 1975

Prussia’s Changing Borders



Province of Prussia

• Prussian province between 1829-1878

• Combined territory of East Prussia and 
• West Prussia

• Köngisberg was its capital 

• East Prussia Province: 1773-1829 & 1878-1945
• West Prussia Province: 1773-1829 & 1878-1920

Prussia’s Changing Borders



Prussian genealogy is like…



1.   Brandenburg
2.  Posen
3.  Rheinprovinz (Rhine Province)
4.  Sachsen (Saxony)
5.  Schleswig
6.  Schlesien (Silesia)
7.  Westpreußen (West Prussia)
8.  Westfalen (Westphalia)
9.  Ostpreußen (East Prussia)
10. Hannover
11.  Hessen-Nassau
12.  Hohenzollern
13.  Holstein
14. Pommern (Pomerania)

Source: Wikimedia

Prussia’s Changing Borders



Document trai l  runs out

Timeframe not available

Lost or destroyed
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Beyond Church Records
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    Warm up!



• civi l  registration records

• birth,  marriage and death

• Universal  in Prussia in 1874

• Universal  in German Empire in 1876

P AU S E F OR 

E M P H A S I S

Standesamt Records
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Civil Birth Records

Source: Ancestry

Source: Ancestry
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Civil Marriage Records

Source: Ancestry



P AU S E F OR 

E M P H A S I S

Civil Death Records

Source: Ancestry
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Ancestry

Family Search

Polish State Archives

NamensIndex (W. & E. Prussia)

   Standesamt Websites



Source: David Rumsey

West Prussia & East Prussia 



Source: Margaret Cheney’s photograph  

1858-1934

ORIGINAL INFO.

Great-grandfather

Born in East Prussia

Settled in Grafton, Ohio

  Anton Werner



Anton and Augusta Werner

Source: Margaret Cheney’s photographs  



Source: Margaret Cheney’s photograph  

  A Wicker Basket



Source: Margaret Cheney’s photograph  

   Werner Family 



Source: St. John’s Lutheran Church, Elyria, Ohio

St. John’s Lutheran Record

Augusta (geb. 
Sprengel) born in 
East Prussia on 

13 Nov 1861 

CHURCH RECORD OF 
WERNER FAMILY

Anton Werner born 
in East Prussia on

3 May 1858

8 Children
Hans and Otto born 

in West Prussia



Source: Archion

1885 Church Marriage Record

• Anton Werner and Augustine Sprengel 

• Married on 7 April 1885 at Sommerau, West 
Prussia

• Anton lived in Deutsch Eylau, West Prussia

• Augustine was from Schönberg, West Prussia



Source: Wikimedia

   Deutsch Eylau



Source: NamensIndex

  NamensIndex

• Index for West and East Prussian Standesamt Records

• Type in the Nachname (the last name)

• Choose which kind of record(s) to search for

• Select the timeframe (and other filters as applicable)



Source: NamensIndex

Entry for Anton & Augusta



P AU S E F OR 

E M P H A S I S

Marriage Standesamt Record

Source: Ancestry

• Anton Werner

• Catholic

• Born on 3 May 1858

• From Neu Passarge, Braunsberg, 
Königsberg, Ostpreussen, Preussen

• Lived in Deutsch Eylau

• Parents: Anton Werner and wife, 
Euphrasina Werner geb. Plath 
(living in Neu Passarge)



Source: David Rumsey

Map View of the Locations



Source: Meyers Gazetteer

Map View Neu/Alt Passarge



Source: Family Search

                                                                                                   1858 Baptismal Record

• Anton Werner

• Born on 3 May 1858 at Passarge, East Prussia

• Parents: Anton Werner & Euphrasina Werner geb. 
Plath

• Recorded place: Catholic Church in Braunsberg



Source: Family Search

1855 Church Marriage Record

• Anton Werner and Euphrasina Werner geb. Plath

• Married on 26 November 1855 

• Anton’s (Sr.’s) father: Johann Werner

• Recorded place: Catholic Church in Braunsberg



Source: Ostpreussen.net

Present-day Nowa Pasleka 



                                                                                                   W/E Prussia Summary 

• Civil marriage record

• Werner line traced back further

• NamensIndex for East Prussia & West Prussia
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