


Introduction

Why Family History Research is important?

• Learn About Our Ancestry

• Reconnect with Family

• Preserve Our Culture



Research Challenges

• Limited access to records

• OCR capability/Manual browsing 

• Name changes and variations (spelling)  



Philippine Digital Libraries 

1. Ayala Foundation’s Filipinas Heritage Library

▪ Rare books, photographs, and periodicals on Filipino 

heritage.

2.  UST Miguel de Benavides Heritage Library

▪ University archives (student records), academic 

research journals, periodicals, and religious texts.

3.  Open Access Repository - UP Library

▪ Academic research journals, periodicals, and Philippine 

historical records.



Filipinas Heritage Library

 Website: www.filipinaslibrary.org.ph

https://www.filipinaslibrary.org.ph/




 Website: digilib.ust.edu.ph

UST Miguel de Benavides Heritage Library

https://digilib.ust.edu.ph/


Documents obtained from the UST Archives and Digital Library



Sample of School Records from the UST Archives 



Open Access Repository 

– UP Diliman Library

 Website: repository.mainlib.upd.edu.ph

https://repository.mainlib.upd.edu.ph/




USEFUL COLLECTIONS UNDER PHILIPPINE 
LIBRARIES 
■ RENACIMIENTO FILIPINO – This is a bilingual (Spanish-Tagalog) magazine on science, the arts, literature, 

industry, trade & agriculture. Most of the early 20th century intellectual Filipinos published articles in this paper. This 

collection is available at UST and Filipinas Heritage Libraries.

■ LIBROS DE MATRICULAS DE SEGUNDA ENSEÑANZA - are collections of late 19th  

century enrollment books from the UST archives, containing student records and academic history. Accessible only via the 

UST Digital Library. 

■ RETRATO PHOTO ARCHIVE –is a collection of rare historical photographs showcasing Filipino life, 

culture, and important events. Available at Filipinas Heritage Library. High resolution photos can be requested for a fee.

■ EXCELSIOR– A magazine on social life in the Philippines. It includes chronicles from Spain, short stories by the most 

popular authors (Filipinos and Spanish) at the time, with pictures of international events, interviews, poems, news about 
Hollywood and sports. Articles are in Spanish. Digitized issues are available at UST and UP Open Access Repository. 

■ SEMANA-REVISTA ILUSTRADA HISPANO-FILIPINA - was a widely circulated magazine in 

Manila (published until 1955). This featured works by notable Filipino and international writers in Spanish, including Jesús 

Balmori, Claro M. Recto, and Manuel Bernabé. This is Accessible via the UP Open Access Repository.



Spanish Digital Archives 

1. Archivo Histórico Nacional - PARES

▪ Colonial-era documents: government (Ministerio 
de Ultramar), ecclesiastical, and legal records.

2. Biblioteca Nacional de España - Hemeroteca Digital

▪ Collection of historical books and periodicals.

3. Biblioteca Virtual de Prensa Histórica

▪ Repository of rare press materials covering 
Spanish history and the Philippines.



Portal de Archivos Españoles

 Website: pares.cultura.gob.es

https://pares.cultura.gob.es/inicio.html


Search results when I looked up my hometown Lipa and my family name.



Government and Academic documents of ancestors and relatives obtained from the Archivo Histórico Nacional

CONFERMENT OF THE CRUZ DE LA ORDEN 

DE ISABEL LA CATOLICA

  TO DON NORBERTO  CATIGBAC 

1887

VICENTE  REYES y  MALABANAN’s  SCHOOL RECORD  

University of Barcelona

1892-1983

DR. JOSE LOZADA y AGUILERA’S 

APPLICATION FOR THE CRUZ DE EPIDEMIAS 

1886



 Website: hemerotecadigital.bne.es

Biblioteca Nacional de España 
(Hemeroteca Digital)

https://hemerotecadigital.bne.es/hd/es/advanced




Obituaries (esquelas mortuorias) of direct ancestors obtained from the Hemeroteca Digital of the National 

Library of Spain.

JUSTA SOLIS de CATIGBAC 

(1843-1878)

Trastatarabuela (3x great-grandmother)

Source: El Comercio, 9 de setiembre 1878

YSABEL MACARANDANG

de CATIGBAC

Tatarabuela  (2x great-grandmother)

Source: La Oceania Española, 17 de Agosto 1893

PAZ EUGENIA BALLESTEROS

de TIONGSON 

Tatarabuela  (2x great-grandmother)

Source: El Comercio, 28 de enero 1890



 Website: prensahistorica.mcu.es

Biblioteca Virtual de Prensa Histórica

https://prensahistorica.mcu.es/es/inicio/inicio.do


Obituaries of direct ancestors obtained from the Hemeroteca Digital of the National Library of Spain.

Don MARIANO KATIGBAK y SOLIS 

(1861-1934) Tatarabuelo (2x great-grandfather)

Source: La Vanguardia, 3 de noviembre 1934



Wedding announcement and photos from La Vanguardia society pages.



USEFUL COLLECTIONS UNDER SPANISH 
LIBRARIES

■ EXPEDIENTES DE ULTRAMAR (Spanish Overseas government 
records) / EXPEDIENTES ACADEMICOS (school records) - PARES

■ DIARIO DE MANILA  - Hemeroteca Digital/ Biblioteca Virtual *

■ EL COMERCIO - Hemeroteca Digital/ Biblioteca Virtual *

■ LA OCEANIA ESPAÑOLA - Hemeroteca Digital/ Biblioteca* 
Virtual 

■ EL RESUMEN – Hemeroteca Digital

■ LA VANGUARDIA: diario filipino independiente 

(* Although Hemeroteca Digital and Biblioteca Virtual have these newspapers collections, the 
issues that both platforms have may vary.)



Other International Libraries (US and Australia)

1. HathiTrust

▪ U.S. government documents on the Philippines, including census 

and military records, periodicals, directories. 

2.  Center for Research Libraries Southeast Asian Newspapers

▪ Digital newspaper collection from Southeast Asia, including the 

Philippines (Philippine Revolution,  American Occupation, World 

War II.)

3. Trove – National Library of Australia 

▪ Digital newspaper collection (The Tribune- American occupation 

to WWII). 



HathiTrust

 Website: www.hathitrust.org

https://www.hathitrust.org/


Some documents on the accomplishments of my great-granduncle Jose P. Katigbak found in HathiTrust. 



Center for Research Libraries -
Southeast Asian Newspapers

 Website: gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/

https://gpa.eastview.com/crl/sean/


Accomplishments of my great-granduncle - Clippings from various newspapers collection under the Center for Research Libraries.



A newspaper clipping detailing my great-grandfather’s cause of death - the CableNews-American, May 31 1911



Obituaries (Esquelas Mortuorias) of ancestors and collateral relatives from various Philippine newspapers collection under 

the Center for Research Libraries.



National Library of Australia

 Website: trove.nla.gov.au

https://trove.nla.gov.au/


Clippings from various newspapers collection under the National Library of Australia .



USEFUL COLLECTIONS (US and OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL LIBRARIES)

■ LESLIE’S WEEKLY

■ PHILIPPINE SUGAR NEWS

■ EL PROGRESO

■ LA DEMOCRACIA

■ LA INDEPENDENCIA

■ EL HERALDO DE LA REVOLUCION

■ EL RENACIMIENTO/ MULING PAGSILANG – Spanish and Tagalog 

■ CABLE NEWS-AMERICAN (MANILA) 

■ TRIBUNE



 Check the Available Newspapers - to see which ones are included in the collection. 

 Search by Name, Location, or Event - to narrow down relevant articles.

 Use Optical Character Recognition (OCR) & Filters - to refine your search and 

locate keywords efficiently. 

 Check Document Descriptions - as they may contain valuable details even if the full text is 

not digitized. 

 Verify & Cross-Reference - findings with other sources to ensure accuracy.

 Request Copies (through e-mail) - if the document isn’t available online.

General Tips for Searching 



 Digital archives hold valuable genealogical records.

 Combining multiple sources helps piece together 
family history.

 Once you’ve gathered information, be sure to cite 
your sources.

 Patience is key—each discovery brings you closer to 
your roots!”



Thank you! 

 Facebook: facebook.com/renzmarion

 Website: herencialipena.com

 Instagram: herencialipa

https://www.facebook.com/renzmarion/
https://herencialipena.com/
https://www.instagram.com/herencialipa/
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