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SIBLING & SPOUSE NAMES

= “For the love and affection for our
son and brother, Samuel V. Holt”

=“we, Lucy Davy and William Davy,
J.W. Holt and wife lla, Anna
Crowder and husband David,
Mattie May and husband George,

and Joe Doran do convey the
following land...”

John W. and Ila Holt
\




MAIDEN NAMES/ORIGINS

=“...Thomas Anderson...and John
Paschell and his wife Eliza,
formerly Eliza Anderson, all of the
State of South Carolina, Abbeville
District, appoint Daniel Anderson
as their attorney..”.




Hardin Co., TN, Deed Book U: 427, Balty Merryman and wife to Elija Dixon, 26 Mar 1888

(written)
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Hardin County, TN, Eddie Holt to Hardin County Bank, Trust Deeds Vol. UU:

66

=“...| Eddie Holt, convey to WR Garey, trustee, my undivided interest
In my father George Holt deceased land ¥ of 250 acres....and 10
acres of peas and if | can’'t get peas, 10 acres of corn, also one black
mare mule and one bay horse, one wagon, one walking cultivator,
and one 2 horse plow...”




Implies shared
ownership of property!
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UNDIVIDED INTEREST



THE BUSINESS OF FARMING

Sharecropper Tenant Farmer
* Typically, did  Rents land

not own land, - Often owns

home, tools, tools & animals

seed, or » Worked

animals independently

 Often had more
supervision




GREEN
BARNES
DEED
TABLE

Green Barnes Deeds

Date Vol/ To/Date Due Date Type | Description/Notes Debt
Page Due y N\
3 May 1879 C/32-3 Wm Dodds 15 Nov 1879 D 16 acres cotton & 15 acres corn on Wm \ $200
Dodd’s land, 2 mules. Signed by mark.
25 May 1880 | C/354 JJ Williams 25 Dec 1880 Lien J| [Note for $50] 15 acres cotton on Dodds land, [$129.99
subject to landlords lien. Signed by mark.
6 May 1881 D/29-30 | Parham & 25 Dec 1881 D 12 acres cotton “On my farm,” 2 mules. Signed | $250
Dodds by mark.
28 July 1882 D/282-3 | Wm Dodds & 15 Nov 1882 D 15 acres cotton “On my farm,” 15 acres corn $200
Co. on Dodds Land. Signed by mark.
9 June 1883 E/22-3 Wm Dodds & 15 Nov 1884 D % interest in 18 acres corn and % interest in 20 || S467
Co. acres cotton on Dodds farm, ¥ interest in 10
acres cotton on GJ Moffitt’s land, 10 acres
wheat on my farm, 3 mules. Signed by mark.
8 Aug 1883 E/75-6 Wm Dodds & 15 Nov 1883 TD 5 acres cotton on my farm, % interest in 10 $126
Co. acres cotton on George Perry’s farm. Signed
by mark.
26 May 1884 | E/164-5 RD Davy 25 Dec 1884 TD 16 acres cotton on my farm, 8 acres on river $202.50
farm of RD Davy, 16 acres of corn in river
bottom, 2 mules. Signed by mark.
19 May 1885 E/571 SC Holt 25 Dec 1885 D 15 acres cotton on my farm, 1 mule. Signed by | $135
mark.
18 July 1885 F/15-16 Cravens & 15 Nov 1885 D With Chas Shotwell, 3 acres cotton on my S70
Wilkerson land, 6 acres cotton & 4 acres corn on Jeff
Vickery’s land. Signed by mark.
Sept 1886 W/125-6 | AT Ayers N/A War.J| 12 acres of land near Sol Bradley & Ward $90
Meeks, 12 acres. Signed by mark w/wife Rena.
4 Jan 1887 F/430 SC and JW Holt 1887, 1888 TD 100 acres. Signed by mark w/wife Rena. $145,
$175
4 Jan 1887 F/431 Sol Bradley 15 Nov 1887 D 1 bay mule 14 years old. Indebted to Andy

olenSigned by mark.

A $S90

4
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JAMES M. HOLT TO NED
HAYES, 1015

=“...This land...has been owned
and occupied by N.H.[Ned] Hayes
for 25 or 30 years...”

=“J.M. Holt and wife Mintha sold the
land...but the deed was misplaced
& this is to replace it.”

= “Said Mintha Holt...has since died
and said Harriet E. Holt...is the
present wife of said J.M. Holt.”



Migration




ISAAC
FOUNTAIN,

1923

TR AAN AN FAARNA TP EAEAAARTA AR PO AN Ll

DEED.
Iseae Fountein.

frem

Daiiel 5. Waters, wife & others,

THIS DEED, made this 2Uth day of April, ninetaen h;:\
ndred and twenty-three, by Daniel G. Waters and Beat-
rice Waters, his wife, of Laurel, Delaware, and Sam

uel J. Waters and Julia 0. Wateara, hias wife, of MoDa-

fel, Maryland, witnesseth, that in uonaidurnttnnuf‘/

the zum of four hundred dellars paid by I=asc Fountsain, of Somerset County, Maryland,

the anlﬁ Daniel G. Waters &and Beatrice Waters, his wife, and Samuel J. Weters and Julias

0. Waters, his wife, hereinz®ter called the grantors, hereby grant and convey unto the

sald Isesc Fountain, his heirs and aassigns, &ll that lot or parcel of land situate, ly-

ing and being in Westover Electlon Distriect, Somerast County, Maryland, on the westerly

side of & road leading frcm the rosd from Westover tc Fairmount to Workington, deserihed

a3 follows: PBeginning at the south cornsr of the lot formerly cwned by Gsorge Curtis,”

thenoe running south Y7 degrees US minutes west by and with the north-west side of a

private roed 15 1/10 perches %o & post st tﬁt 23t carner of Maris Curtis lot, thence

north 80 degrees 15 minutes west by and with the said Meris Curtis 14 7/10 perches to =

poBt set up on the east side of another privete road leading into the woods, thence by

snd with the east side of said private road the wwo following courses and distances;

Kerth 15 degrees 45 minutes west 2Y perches, thence North 10 degrees 30 mirnutes west 16

Somerset Co., MD, Deeds, Liber WJS 87: 127-128, Daniel G. Waters & wife and Samuel J.

Waters & wife to Isaac Fountain, 24 Apr 1923, Mdlandrec.net



State of Delaware, Sussex County, to wit:
I hareby certify that on thia 24th day of April, 1923, before ms, the subscriber, & Fo

Public of the State of Delaware, in end for Sussex County, aforeseid, personslly appeared Da

iel G. Waters and Beatrice Watera, his wife, two of the grsntors nsmed in the fﬁﬂg\_n.lu deed,

and duly soknowledged the feregoing deed to be their reapsotive st and deed, snd I further Dan Iel G . Wate rS and Wlfe

certify that said grantora szigned asid deed in my presencs,

atures to the same.

Fear aforesaid,

SEAL James D. Spiear, Notary Publie,

oP
NOTARY.

Samuel J. Waters
and wife live in Talbot
Co., MD

James D. Spioer, snd that I witnessed m-:r-:m- Ilve |n SUSSeX CO , DE

In testimcny whereof, I hereunto suosoribe my neme and affix my Notarisl Sesl the day MT

Simje of Maryland, Talbot County, to wit: )
I hereby certify that on thia 24 day of April, 1923, before me, the subscriber, s Notary

Fublie of the State of Marylani, in and for Talbot County sforessid, personslly appearsd Sam-

uel J. Waters snd Julis O. Wabters, his wife, two of the grantors named in the foregoing deed,

and duly acknowledged the foregoing deed to be their reapsotive act and deed.
In testimony whereof, I hercunto subsoribe my name and affix my Notarial Seal the day and ;nT-

aforesaid,

SE&L . Gea. Bo T‘,lor. Iﬂ“r’ Publ[‘.

oF
NOTARY.

Received for Record May 5, 1923, snd recorded in Liber W. J. S. No. 87, folile 136 &e¢. One of]

the land recards of Somerset County. ‘
Par: L%—I—fu“ J/L;eu.,] sClerk,




WATERS TOC FOUNTAIN DEED

$400

—)
&

A

“beginning at the south corner of |ot
formerly owned by George Curtis...to the

east corner of the Maria Curtis lot....”

Land: “...in Westover Election District,
Somerset Co., MD...”




WATERS TOC FOUNTAIN DEED

$400

—)

“...the land conveyed being all the land
which descended to the said Daniel G.
Waters and Samuel J. Waters, deceased,;
as the only children and heirs at law of
Mollie Waters being the same land
conveyed to Emerson Curtis and Mollie
Waters by Henry T. Davy by deed, 24
August 1892




Curtis Family Deeds

Written Rec From To Book/Page | Price/Land Witnesses Comments
31 August | 31 John W. Betty Waters, “fn” | LW 1, 309 | 5100, Wilson' Theo G In Potato Neck, mentions John Tull’s land, on
1852 August Crisfield & | (thru Levin S Lot, 6 % acres Dashiell, John the road to Jamestown
1852 wife Colbert) Miller
8 Oct. 8 Oct Betty George Curtis Lw 11, 237 | 550, 1 acre W. Cook MNear Jamestown in Potato Neck. Side of W.
1868 1868 Waters “negro” Richard E. Cook’s road, and Richard E. Landon.
(her son in law) Landon “EX and Del to Chas Curtis 7/18/16"
1 July 2 July Jesse M. George, Charles BFL 3,703 | 5150, 3 acres John V. “road leading from Jesse M. Cook to
1881 1881 and and Fenerick (1/3 has been Ladder? Jamestown”
Catherine | Curtis paid)
G. Cook
1 May 1 May Elizabeth Maria Curtis BFL 4, 639 | 520, 1 acre IW Carroll Fairmount, called Wilson's Lot, near Gustavus
1882 1882 Waters A. Maddox, “on a line of a piece of land
surveyed for George, Fenwick and Charles
Curtis”
1 May 12 May | Elizabeth Henry Dawy BFL 4,654 | 5237.50,4 % JW Carroll A parcel of land called Wilson's Lot-in
1882 1882 Waters acres Fairmount,-corner of George Curtis lot, and
Maria Curtis lot
3 Sep 17 Sep (mortgage) | H. Clay Tull HFL 7,298 | 593.37,3% acres | Thos W. Fairmount, near Upper Fairmount, bound by
1889 1889 John Landon, JP Sallie Dashiell, Littleton Waters, Isaac J. Waters.
Grope Must pay on or before 3 Oct 1889
Waters /w
Maria
24 Aug 13 Dec Henry T Emerson and HFL 11, 575, 4 % acres Leo E Ballard, Wilson Lot, corner of George Curtis, Maria
1892 1892 Dawy Mollie Curtis, 591 El Davy Curtis,
“servants”
24 Aug 26 Dec Emerson Henry T. Davy HFL 12,37 | 5225,3yrs WW Sullivan, “Land conveyed by Betsy Waters to Henry Davy
1892 1892 and Mollie payment Frank Curtis called Wilsons Lot"-calls them “brothers and
Curtis (m) sisters”
2 April 5 April Mrs. Rena B. Cox SFD 50, 510, 12 acres!? Thos. W. Fairmount, road near LW Cox’'s Oyster House,
1509 1909 Mollie 484 Landon same land surveyed 9 May 1904 by Albert
Curtis Sudler?
6 Sep 16 Sep Emerson Mollie Waters SFD 52, 55, 4 % acres lames W. “their ¥ interest in Wilson's Lot”, in Westover
1509 1909 Curtis & 409 Robertson district. Emerson and Margaret proved from
wife New Castle, DE

Margaret
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“...Whereas by a decree of the Circuit Court of

Montgomery County, Maryland, in
Equity...wherein Mamie J. Prather is
complainant and Maria V. Howard et al are
defendants, No. 3196 Equity” (1916)

A% She rejuest of M; Yo doward the following Desd wea macorded May 10th 4. L 9%
al 1:06 o'clock i's N 0 witie
'Jtcdl ™ia Do.cd. nade shis 2th day of April, Int he year ninetean nunarsd and o -
', temi, by Frank HiuLina, of Montiomery Countys in the Htate of Maryland, tristees an
: heareinaftar oat forsh,
Wheress by s decres of the Cireult Court of Montgomary County, in =quity,

dated the MLk day of Jaruary, 1515, and passed in & ceuse in aaid Court depending,

wherein Manie J. rather 13 conmplalnant and Maria V. Voward et Al are dafandanta, Lo

NS Bguity, the above named Frank Migitus was duly appointed Truates, »1t™ authorty

to 29ll %ha reed et e iIn the procesdings in asid cadae nmentioned,

rec.net

Montgomery Co., MD, Deeds, Liber PBR 258: 80, Frank Higgins,
trustee to M V. Howard, 28 Apr 1916, Mdland.



= Nehemiah Henry died between 1910 and 1920, according to
census records

Vernon S. Bradley, Nehemiah 17 April 1913 S5 Deed WLRS5 [ 725
et al.
Nehemiah & wife Edward S. 22 July 1914 (sale and release of land from S5 Mortgage WLR-7 | 717
Annie, & Edward Phillips lien) and Release
Bayly, mortagee
Emerson C. { Nehemiah & 21 September 1915 (loan from Emerson, to ) $1476.50 | Mortgage DHL-1- | 684
Harrington wife Annie be repaid in 1 yr. Lien on Dobson land

conveyed in CL-25, 629))
Emerson C. Annie. L. 11 September 1918 S800 Deed WHM 631
Harrington, et al \Henry, widow J 5
Emerson Harrington | Annie Henry, 23 December 1918 (indebted for balance. 5475 Mortgage WHM- | 321

widow She conveyed land, see CL-18-10, 3504 5-
Chancery Court)

Present This Coupon at
NEHEMIAH HENRY'S
Groceries and Provisions, Pine §St.,
opp. Cedar St., and you will re-
celve 10 Yellow Trading Stamps
absolutely free on a purchase of
25¢. or over, in addition to all

regular stamps.

[Henry coupon ad], The Daily

Banner, 10 Jan 1913),
Newspapers.com




JAMES BELL, ADMIN FOR IDA BELL, 1938

=“...lda sold her surviving brothers
and sisters all her interest In this
land but died before recording it...’

= “this land belonged to her father,
Marshall Prather and mother
Amanda. This land passed
through... two deceased siblings,
Joseph (unmarried) and Hamilton

(widow Sarah)”




Rezin Prather buys

2 acres of land from

Vachel Duffie &
wife

1880

Rezin Prather sells
the same 2 acres of
land to his wife
Albina

Lucy J. Prather, Ida V.
Bell & Zachariah, Rezin
S. Prather & Ellen,
Wilbert and Irene
Prather, James T. and
Arie Prather convey
the same 2 acres of

land




MACKABEE TO PRATHER, 1897

mf/ o "/y ' ws s “Nicholas Mackabee and Harriet L.
= (e L ) *e d 1 Ay (e pY . . .

a%d oy ,"/ » w/)‘ y 464097, f’ | Mackabee his wife..in

a rriccle /; td et "-“'f“' ¢ / 4 . .

| [omcn oin she o of ,ﬂ; soweie . consideration...of $200...do grant,
gw Ly ef/ o /?‘/Af /r/ d AAliecki ; Cratad '7’-”""""f/'f.: . d II M h J

|| ol N o i gy s | bargain and se to Martha J.

1 of Marglorict, Db, SHssd e yrudl o serdiin Prather....a tract of

%g/;m ¢ //( =¥, Y r/f/ Aot ,’( Fovn Wowrictrect h‘{,— e

‘3“/("!/:4 ’ /c zecefot o A ok s / ey cootr ').r.,e..f,‘,‘,.; _

] el f’//f,{ rsh / /w2 | land...containing ten acres of

ié 140 rutfe v grcrrid e sot Qe ld Lo Morsttia )'* n

S ///f(/’L Z//éfc f‘/ ,!‘f /f( ﬂ/ £ ..f{,,,-J:,;.'r},.f.l/u.J:'“./’r(’:’ and--.

Harriet Mackabee was Martha’s sister!



1923 PRATHER GIFT DEED

K z
AT the request of Idella k. Digge and Mamie Jane Prather and
YA

Ruth L. Prather the following deed was recorded Auguet 28th A.D.

1922 at 5:01 o'slock P.M. to wit:-
Thig deed made this 28th day of August in the year ninesteen
hundred and twenty three by Harrief L.Prather and Luey E. Prather, both unmarried

of Montgomery County in the Staie of Maryland.

Witnesseth that for and in consideration of the Natural Love
and affection we bear our sieters hereinafter named and for and in concgideration
of the sum of five dollare to us in hand paid, we, the saild Harrie@ L. Prather and
Lucy E. Prather do grant and convey unto Idella k. Diggs, Memie Jane Prather and

Ruth.L. Prather a three =fifths undivided interest-in all that tract plece or parcel

and Lucy E. Prather to Idella Diggs, Mamie Jane and Ruth Prather,

Montgomery Co., MD, Deeds, Liber PBR 338: 198-99, Harriet L.
28 Aug 1923, Mdlandrec.net

“For and in consideration of the Natural Love
and affection we bear our sisters..we..Harriet
. Prather and Lucy Prather do grant...unto
della E. Diggs, Mamie Jane Prather and Ruth s

Prather a 3/5 undivided interest in all that
tract piece...”

¥




= QOctober 1945 deed, Beulah Johnson and others to Emma
Maddox, Herbert Gillis and Almira Waters, 3 and V4 acres, for
$10

= “ ..the property descended to the said grantors and grantees as
the only heirs at law of the said Arthur Gillis, deceased....”

= Beulah and Christopher Johnson (Worcester Co.)

= Otto and Lula Maddox (Somerset Co.) AR”I‘H UR9 S

= Ella and James Green (Philadelphia)

= Mildred and Warren Spain (Philadelphia) o . “ H EIRS
= Hodson and Annie Waters (Philadelphia) S Avlu I ﬁ W”

= Theodore and Louise Waters (Philadelphia)
= Elizabeth Gillis (Philadelphia)

= Helen and Robert Harris (Philadelphia)

= Cornelius and Anna Gillis (Kent Co., DE)

= Abigail Gillis (NY)

= Henry and Estella Gillis (NY)

= John Gillis (NY)

= Joseph and Ida Gillis (NY)




1880
DEED

S.C. Holt purchased 1/10 interest from EJ Carter
and wife Mary, AJ Carter, Rubin Reddin & wife Sarah
In 150 acres called the William Carter land...for

$32.50 each



“‘John S. Drew & wife
Mason...for $540...quit
claim..to Sterling H. Gee
and Charles J. Gee...all
our right & claim to the
estate of the late Joseph
Gee of Wilcox County,
Alabama...”

1827 QUIT CLAIM



c.net

Nichols, 21 Nov 1983, Mdlandre

Somerset Co., MD, Deeds, Liber ITP 341: 409-413, Alvin Kidd et al to Marion

—

THIS DEED Made this 21st day of UHovember

WHEREAS, the said JOHN FLETCHER WATERS died intestate
June 25, 1932, seized and possessed of the land herein deseribad
leaving the following heirs at law: MARY FRANCES WATERS, his
widow, who dled intestate February &4, 1952 leaving her

children and grandchildren herein named 48 her only heira at

—— =

1983 KIDD DEED

= Samuel G. Waters devised
land to his son Joseph,
Joseph devised the land to
son John, son John died 1932
Intestate.

= [ncludes 27 heirs over three
generations and

=17 exact death dates!






COVERTURE

= Husband and wife were
considered one person—

The husband!

= Women could not own
property unless a premarital
contract secured it before
marriage, or

= She was widowed and her
husband left her property

) - — s v v BTy e

White Women as Slave Owners
in the American South
STEPHANIE E. JONES-ROGERS



= 1850, Maria Porter, Lawrence
County, Tennessee

=“Maria...owns and is
possessed ...of certain
property to wit, four slaves one
named Jesse, 17, Major, 15,
Amanda Jane, 7 and Martha
Caroline, 5..”

Library of Congress digital photograph, digital file no. cph-3c32112



=“...the said Maria shall have ..the
following slaves and their
increase...to her sole and separate

use during her natural life free from
the disposal and sale of the said
Richard Polk...at the death of said
Maria, all land and slaves and their
Increase Is to go to the heirs of her

body.”

Library of Congress digital photograph, digital file no. cph-3c32112



1843 GIFT DEEDS (TN)

=“Samuel Perkins to his daughter
Amanda Perkins, a slave named
Caroline and her child Malinda...”




BILLS OF SALE
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Hardin Co., TN, Deed Book G: 154, Giles Holt to D.P. Holt,
10 Dec 1843; FHL microfilm 904,949

e //f Y -
AR

=“...Giles Holt ... sold unto Dauphin P. Holt ..thirteen negroes
Slaves for life named as follows Susan, Malinda, Juda, Marga,
Awry, Sam, Mark, Tom, Daniel, Mose, Frank, Henry, [and]
Phillip for ...three thousand dollars ...”




1852 DEED
SELLS INTEREST

“Whereas Joseph L. Doran...sold...to me his undivided interest in
slaves...Esther...39...Frank...11...Jane...9...Elizabeth...3....William
...18 months...to secure a debt...which was not paid... we have
proceeded to sell the said slaves at public auction...”




Origins

“...William Sloane and his wife
appoint Lee Sullivan ...to
represent them in the estate of
John Ellis of Amherst County,
VA, ..as heirs of Edy Gillum
deceased who was a daughter
of Susanna (Bickle), also
deceased, our grandmother....."

Map of the Great Valley Road, public domain, Familysearch.org
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Manumissions

Somerset County, Maryland, Liber JD 4: 229, manumis:

Joshua Waters, 2 February 1819, MSA CR 31, 825.

‘| Susan Waters...for divers good causes and....consideration of
twenty dollars...have released from slavery liberated manumitted
and set free...my negro man named Joshua being of the age of
forty three years old....”



“‘Black” Rachel
[children]
Andrew,

Daniel,
Clayton,
Joseph,

Felix

= Willilam W. Garrard
mortgaged his enslaved
property at least 11
times!

= One court case about
them reached the TN
Supreme Court

= 8 of those documents
detail Mason and
Rachel and their families



SLAVERY-RELATED DEEDS

‘ Marriage Contracts

‘ Gift Deeds
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SCHOOLHOUSE, 1889

=“...We, Sol Bradley, James
Bradley and Thomas Lacy for
and in consideration of $1...do
hereby convey to James Tall,
Green Barnes and A.T. Ayers as
trustees of Sibley Academy...2
acres of land”

Items From Sibley.

The farmers hiuve been busy burn-
ing logs and breaking cora ground,
this week. .

The culored folks at Sibley are
rearing their new college skyward.
It will be 40 feet long 30 feet wide
and two stories high, hasement not
included. ‘




NEW ZEAL BAPTIST CHURCH, 1880
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=“...We, S.C. Holt and wife
Lucy Holt do hereby transfer
to the Missionary Baptist
Church worshipping at New
Zeal .. land containing two
acres...”

Can reveal which families donated land for churches



LODGES & OTHER SOCIAL GROUPS

“...trustees of Brooke Grove
Lodge #12...Charles Diggs,
George Praither, James RoOsS,
Henry King and Jeremiah
Frazier...Independent Order of
Good Samaritans and
Daughters of Samaria..”

1915, Titustown Lodge Hall, NYPL Digital Collections



COMMUNITY &
SOCIAL HISTORY
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mmmmm olblings, Spouses, Parents

Migration and Place of Origin

Maiden Names/Marriage

Land History and Inheritance

Slaveownership

Cluster Names Reveal New Relationships

Community & Social History

Evidence of Literacy & Deaths
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TIPS & TAKEAWAYS

= Copy the entire deed!
= Scrutinize witnesses and neighbors
= Correlate with other sources

= “Undivided interest” often means land
was Inherited

= Create a deed table & transcribe critical
deeds

= Use to research enslavers

= Use to uncover the community & social
history




FEEDBACK

Thu, March 2nd 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Remember to give feedback in room1e0
the app ! EVENT DETAILS

Searching for female ancestors can feel like playing
a game of hide and seek in the leaves of the family
tree. Name changes and the lack of records means
genealogy researchers need to use a different set

1. Find this session in the ofsatego o s tosefmale s,
RootsTech Mobile App

2. Scroll down to Fill Out Al classesarefrst come,frst seated. Adeing
Survey

3. Let us know how this session

I
was.: o

FILL OUT SURVEY

rootstech @




PRESENTER CONTACT INFORMATION

{2@1 . msualumni33@gmail.com @%
> https://'www.reclaimingkin.com S

n: https://www.facebook.com/reclaimingkin

. https://www.pinterest.com/msualumni33

rootstech @
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