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UNCOVERING 
RELATIONSHIPS 
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SIBLING & SPOUSE NAMES

▪ “For the love and affection for our 
son and brother, Samuel V. Holt”

▪ “we, Lucy Davy and William Davy, 
J.W. Holt and wife Ila, Anna 
Crowder and husband David, 
Mattie May and husband George, 
and Joe Doran do convey the 
following land…”

John W. and Ila Holt



MAIDEN NAMES/ORIGINS

▪ “…Thomas Anderson…and John 
Paschell and his wife Eliza, 
formerly Eliza Anderson, all of the 
State of South Carolina, Abbeville 
District, appoint Daniel Anderson 
as their attorney..”.
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INHERITANCE, 
1927 

▪ “…I Eddie Holt, convey to WR Garey, trustee, my undivided interest 
in my father George Holt deceased land ¼ of 250 acres….and 10 
acres of peas and if I can’t get peas, 10 acres of corn, also one black 
mare mule and one bay horse, one wagon, one walking cultivator, 
and one 2 horse plow…”
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Implies shared 
ownership of property!



THE BUSINESS OF FARMING

Sharecropper

• Typically, did 
not own land, 
home, tools, 
seed, or 
animals

• Often had more 
supervision

Tenant Farmer

• Rents land

• Often owns 
tools & animals

• Worked 
independently
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GREEN 
BARNES 
DEED 
TABLE



JAMES M. HOLT TO NED 
HAYES, 1915

▪ “…This land…has been owned 
and occupied by N.H.[Ned] Hayes 
for 25 or 30 years…”

▪ “J.M. Holt and wife Mintha sold the 
land…but the deed was misplaced 
& this is to replace it.”

▪ “Said Mintha Holt…has since died 
and said Harriet E. Holt…is the 
present wife of said J.M. Holt.”
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Migration



ISAAC 
FOUNTAIN, 
1923 
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Daniel G. Waters and wife 

live in Sussex Co., DE

Samuel J. Waters 

and wife live in Talbot 

Co., MD



WATERS TO FOUNTAIN DEED

Land: “…in Westover Election District, 

Somerset Co., MD…”

$400

“beginning at the south corner of lot 

formerly owned by George Curtis…to the 

east corner of the Maria Curtis lot….”



WATERS TO FOUNTAIN DEED

$400

“…the land conveyed being all the land 

which descended to the said Daniel G. 

Waters and Samuel J. Waters, deceased; 

as the only children and heirs at law of 

Mollie Waters being the same land 

conveyed to Emerson Curtis and Mollie 

Waters by Henry T. Davy by deed, 24 

August 1892





DEEDS HELP 
PROVE 4 

GENERATIONS!

Peter 
Waters

Betsy 
Waters

Maria 
Waters

George 
Curtis

Samuel

Daniel G. 
Waters

Samuel J. 
Waters

Fenwick

Emerson

Charles
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“…Whereas by a decree of the Circuit Court of 
Montgomery County, Maryland, in 
Equity…wherein Mamie J. Prather is 
complainant and Maria V. Howard et al are 
defendants, No. 3196 Equity” (1916)
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▪ Nehemiah Henry died between 1910 and 1920, according to 
census records
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JAMES BELL, ADMIN FOR IDA BELL, 1938

▪ “…Ida sold her surviving brothers 
and sisters all her interest in this 
land but died before recording it…”

▪ “this land belonged to her father, 

Marshall Prather and mother 

Amanda. This land passed 

through… two deceased siblings, 

Joseph (unmarried) and Hamilton 

(widow Sarah)”



1876

Rezin Prather buys 
2 acres of land from 
Vachel Duffie & 
wife

1880

Rezin Prather sells 
the same 2 acres of 
land to his wife 
Albina

1905

Lucy J. Prather, Ida V. 
Bell & Zachariah, Rezin 
S. Prather & Ellen, 
Wilbert and Irene 
Prather, James T. and 
Arie Prather convey 
the same 2 acres of 
land



MACKABEE TO PRATHER, 1897

“Nicholas Mackabee and Harriet L. 

Mackabee his wife..in 

consideration...of $200…do grant, 

bargain and sell to Martha J. 

Prather….a tract of 

land…containing ten acres of 

land…”

Harriet Mackabee was Martha’s sister!
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1923 PRATHER GIFT DEED
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“For and in consideration of the Natural Love 

and affection we bear our sisters..we..Harriet 

L. Prather and Lucy Prather do grant…unto 

Idella E. Diggs, Mamie Jane Prather and Ruth 

L. Prather a 3/5 undivided interest in all that 

tract piece…”



ARTHUR’S 
“HEIRS 
AT LAW”

▪ October 1945 deed, Beulah Johnson and others to Emma 
Maddox, Herbert Gillis and Almira Waters, 3 and ¼ acres, for 
$10

▪ “…the property descended to the said grantors and grantees as 
the only heirs at law of the said Arthur Gillis, deceased….”



S.C. Holt purchased 1/10 interest from EJ Carter 

and wife Mary, AJ Carter, Rubin Reddin & wife Sarah 

in 150 acres called the William Carter land...for 

$32.50 each
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“John S. Drew & wife 

Mason…for $540…quit 

claim..to Sterling H. Gee 

and Charles J. Gee…all 

our right & claim to the 

estate of the late Joseph 

Gee of Wilcox County, 

Alabama…”
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1827 QUIT CLAIM



1983 KIDD DEED 

▪ Includes 27 heirs over three 
generations and

▪17 exact death dates!

▪ Samuel G. Waters devised 

land to his son Joseph, 

Joseph devised the land to 

son John, son John died 1932 

intestate.
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DEEDS:
SLAVERY



COVERTURE

▪ Husband and wife were 
considered one person—

The husband! 

▪ Women could not own 
property unless a premarital 
contract secured it before 
marriage, or 

▪ She was widowed and her 
husband left her property



▪ “Maria…owns and is 
possessed …of certain 
property to wit, four slaves one 
named Jesse, 17, Major, 15, 
Amanda Jane, 7 and Martha 
Caroline, 5..”         
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▪1850, Maria Porter, Lawrence 
County, Tennessee



▪ “…the said Maria shall have ..the 
following slaves and their 
increase…to her sole and separate 
use during her natural life free from 
the disposal and sale of the said 
Richard Polk…at the death of said 
Maria, all land and slaves and their 
increase is to go to the heirs of her 
body.”
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1843 GIFT DEEDS (TN)

▪ “Samuel Perkins to his daughter 
Amanda Perkins, a slave named 
Caroline and her child Malinda…”



BILLS OF SALE

▪ “...Giles Holt … sold unto Dauphin P. Holt ..thirteen negroes 
Slaves for life named as follows Susan, Malinda, Juda, Marga, 
Awry, Sam, Mark, Tom, Daniel, Mose, Frank, Henry, [and] 
Phillip for …three thousand dollars ...”
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1852 DEED 
SELLS INTEREST

“Whereas Joseph L. Doran…sold…to me his undivided interest in 

slaves…Esther…39…Frank…11…Jane…9…Elizabeth…3….William

…18 months...to secure a debt…which was not paid… we have 

proceeded to sell the said slaves at public auction…”
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“…William Sloane and his wife 
appoint Lee Sullivan …to 
represent them in the estate of 
John Ellis of Amherst County, 
VA, ..as heirs of Edy Gillum 
deceased who was a daughter 
of Susanna (Bickle), also 
deceased, our grandmother…..”
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“I Susan Waters…for divers good causes and….consideration of 

twenty dollars…have released from slavery liberated manumitted 

and set free…my negro man named Joshua being of the age of 

forty three years old….”

Manumissions



“Black” Rachel
[children] 
Andrew, 
Daniel, 

Clayton, 
Joseph,

Felix

“Yellow Rachel”
husband Mason

[children] Lucy, 
Alexander 

Mary, Franklin 
Ellen, George 
William, Anna

▪ William W. Garrard 

mortgaged his enslaved 

property at least 11 

times!

▪ One court case about 

them reached the TN 

Supreme Court

▪ 8 of those documents 

detail Mason and 

Rachel and their families



SLAVERY-RELATED DEEDS 

Marriage Contracts

Gift Deeds

Bills of Sale

Manumissions

Mortgages



COMMUNITY RESEARCH
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SCHOOLHOUSE, 1889

▪ “…We, Sol Bradley, James 
Bradley and Thomas Lacy for 
and in consideration of $1…do 
hereby convey to James Tall, 
Green Barnes and A.T. Ayers as 
trustees of Sibley Academy…2 
acres of land”



NEW ZEAL BAPTIST CHURCH, 1880

▪ “…We, S.C. Holt and wife 
Lucy Holt do hereby transfer 
to the Missionary Baptist 
Church worshipping at New 
Zeal .. land containing two 
acres…”

Can reveal which families donated land for churches



LODGES & OTHER SOCIAL GROUPS

“…trustees of Brooke Grove 

Lodge #12…Charles Diggs, 

George Praither, James Ross, 

Henry King and Jeremiah 

Frazier…Independent Order of 

Good Samaritans and 

Daughters of Samaria..”
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COMMUNITY & 
SOCIAL HISTORY Churches

Schools

LodgesCemeteries

Businesses



WRAP UP
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Siblings, Spouses, Parents

Migration and Place of Origin

Maiden Names/Marriage

Land History and Inheritance

Slaveownership

Cluster Names Reveal New Relationships

Community & Social History

Evidence of Literacy & Deaths



https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/



▪Copy the entire deed! 

▪Scrutinize witnesses and neighbors

▪Correlate with other sources

▪ “Undivided interest” often means land 
was inherited 

▪Create a deed table & transcribe critical 
deeds 

▪Use to research enslavers

▪Use to uncover the community & social 
history 

TIPS & TAKEAWAYS



FEEDBACK

Remember to give feedback in 

the app!

1. Find this session in the 

RootsTech Mobile App

2. Scroll down to Fill Out 

Survey

3. Let us know how this session 

was!



PRESENTER CONTACT INFORMATION

: msualumni33@gmail.com 

: https://www.reclaimingkin.com 

: https://www.facebook.com/reclaimingkin

: https://www.pinterest.com/msualumni33
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