




Genealogy can feel
overwhelming
because there is so
much to do!
Paralysis by analysis
Process OVER
outcome

Where do I begin?



Purposeful
Consistent
Actionable

What is your
process?



Your process will help you stay on track



“First, forget inspiration. Habit is more dependable.
Habit will sustain you whether you’re inspired or not.
Habit will help you finish and polish [your work].
Inspiration won’t.”                                      Octavia Butler 



Data Extraction
Organizing and
Recording Data
Find Additional Sources

Research Process Example



Where do I find data?
From “Indexed Information” 
to Original Sources 

The “Big 4”
Ancestry
FamilySearch
MyHeritage
FindMyPast



Why do I have to find the
original source?

Incorrect information
Missing information
Verify the original for yourself!



The Curious Case of William Burdett

•Name
•Age
•Birth Date & Location
•Death Date & Location
•Occupation
•Parents’ Names
•Parents’ Birth Location
•Gender
•Race 
•Marital Status
•Residence

ANCESTRY (NO IMAGE)



The Curious Case of William Burdett

•Name
•Age
•Birth Date & Location
•Death Date & Location
•Occupation
•Parents’ Names
•Parents’ Birth Location
•Gender
•Race 
•Marital Status
•Residence

FAMILYSEARCH (IMAGE)



The Curious Case of William Burdett

•Name
•Age
•Est. Birth Date & Location
•Death Date & Location
•Occupation
•Parents’ Names
•Parents’ Birth Location
•Gender
•Race 
•Marital Status
•Residence

MyHeritage (IMAGE)



FamilySearch – Copy of Original MyHeritage Original Record



Original Transcribed Copy



MyHeritage Original Record

Hypostatic Pneumonia for 2 days

Chronic Endocarditis for 3 YearsCostanzo Mines

Casey County, KY



Organizing and Recording Data

Connections + Insights
Easily Recall or Find Information

Record as much as possible
Find what works for YOU!



Sources Should Lead to More Sources!

Death Certificate to Last Address
Obituary to Church Records
Newspaper Article to Occupation



Research, Like Success, is not Linear

Searched for sources based on extracted information



Rumor of connection to white landowner



RECAP
Locate the original document
Slow down and extract ALL information
Record and organize data (Research Log)
Use sources to find new sources
Trust the process



What if I can’t find what
I’m looking for in

primary sources? 



We Start the
Blender!



Primary Sources

Sources Created
When No One Knew
the Outcome



Secondary
Sources

An Analysis of
Primary Sources that 
makes an argument



The Blender: An Example



Pension Records



Other Enlistment Records



THE BLENDER: 
SECONDARY SOURCES



THE BLENDER: 
PRRIMARY SOURCES



THE BLENDER: 
MORE PRIMARY SOURCES











What Happens When the Blades Work Together?



Now I Have My
Information In

One Place, But...

There’s conflicting
information!



Organizing Sources Can Lead to
New Questions



Discrepancies:
Telling a story takes effort!









How do I get to
the next level?

Write as you’re
researching

TRUST YOURSELF!




