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History of Voting in the United States

• February 3, 1870: The 15th Amendment to the United States Constitution 
prohibited the federal government and each state from denying a citizen the 
right to vote based on that citizen's "race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude."  

• 1890s-1960s: Jim Crow Laws restricted many African-American men from 
voting.  

• Poll taxes 
• Literacy tests 
• Document requirements 

• Grandfather clause for anyone who voted prior to 1867 – didn’t have to pay poll 
tax or take literacy test



History of Voting in the United States

• August 18, 1920: Women in the US were granted the right to vote by the 
19th Amendment.
• The amendment was first introduced in Congress in 1878
• Nine western states adopted woman suffrage legislation by 1912
• New York adopted woman suffrage in 1917
• Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the amendment on August 18, 

1920

• August 6, 1965: Voting Rights Act passed prohibiting racial discrimination in 
voting.



Voting Records

• Voting records can be found under a variety of names, making it difficult to find 
specific information.

• Register of Voters
• Voter Registrations
• Voter’s Lists
• Register of Electors
• List of Electors
• Poll Books
• Lists of Qualified Voters
• Register of Naturalized Voters

• Poll Tax Registers
• Militia Rolls
• Compiled Voting Records



Voting Records

• Why should you search Voter Records?
• Fills in gaps between census years.
• Replaces lost 1890 census.
• Provides vital information.

• Names – including middle names
• Dates
• Residence
• Naturalization
• Nativity
• Migration
• May provide relationship information



Register of Voters - Missouri
• Detailed record of a registered voter.

• Name
• Address
• Sex
• Age
• Birth place
• Color

• Number of years residing in:
• State
• County
• Precinct

• Naturalization 
information:
• Date of papers
• Court

• Date of registration
• When they voted
• Signature
• Remarks

Missouri, Jackson County Voter Registration Records, 1928-1956, database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-
89SN-HDV4 : 16 September 2019), Washington Township > 4th precinct 1952-1956 > image 14 of 113; Midwest Genealogy Center, Missouri.



Precinct Register - Louisiana

• Date of Registration
• Name
• Residence
• Age
• Color

• Sex
• Occupation
• Employer
• Where born
• Naturalization –

Date/Location

• Property 
Owner/Tenant/Boarder

• Political party
• Signature
• Remarks



Voter Registrations - Alabama

• Voter Registration Lists 
may include the following:

• Name of individual
• Year registered
• Age
• Residence
• Date of birth
• Remarks (reason they are 

ineligible to vote, 
relationships, etc.)

Crenshaw County, Alabama, Voter Registration records, 1902-1933. database with images, FHL Film 
1638430, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C914-L95N-6, image 363 of 836.



Applications for Registration - Louisiana

• Voter Registration 
Applications are very detailed:

• Name
• Address
• Birth location
• Birth date
• How long they have lived in 

State, Parish, Precinct, Ward
• Names of other people in 

residence
• Occupation
• Race
• Political party
• Registration date



Register of Electors - Oklahoma
• Name
• School District
• Registration Date
• Age
• Residence

• Occupation
• Race
• Color
• Political Party
• Certificate Number

Register of electors, Ardmore precincts 7-9, Carter County, Oklahoma, FHL Film 1784694, database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-898Y-XSGH), image 5 of 596.



Register of Naturalized Voters

• Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Board of Elections 
maintained a card file of naturalized registered 
voters. 

• Provides the following informaƟon: 
• Name 
• Address 
• Ward/Precinct of the registered voter 
• NaturalizaƟon informaƟon 

• LocaƟon and date of the voter's naturalizaƟon 
• Their naƟve land 
• Age when naturalized 
• Volume and page number of the naturalizaƟon documents 

• Additional residence information such as when and where they 
moved.

Ohio, County Naturalization Records, 1800-1977, database with images, FHL Film 2380531, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G99D-
MS7D-B : 21 May 2014), Cuyahoga > Naturalization cards 1850-1912 Aabye-Brozrnsky > images 15 and 16 of 6405; county courthouses, Ohio.



Poll Books - Ohio

• Poll books list the individuals who voted during a 
particular election.

• This page lists the 18 individuals who voted on 9 October 
1821 and the results of the election.

Records of Leroy Township, Ohio : 1824-1860, database with images, FHL Film 879726, 
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GPPF-S34Y), image 273 of 330.



Voter Registration - Missouri

Missouri, Jackson County Voter Registration Records, 1928-1956, database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-
89SN-HDV4 : 16 September 2019), Washington Township > 4th precinct 1952-1956 > image 14 of 113; Midwest Genealogy Center, Missouri.



Newspaper Listings
• Newspapers often included voter registration lists.
• These lists contained information such as names 

and voter registration precincts.

The Pensacola Journal. (Pensacola, Fla.) 1898-1985, October 24, 1908, Page 2. Image provided by University of 
Florida. Persistent link: https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87062268/1908-10-24/ed-1/seq-2/



Poll Tax Records - Alabama

• Poll taxes were assessments made on all 
residents living in an area.

• Most registered voters were required to 
pay this tax prior to being eligible to vote.

• In some areas there were grandfather 
rules that exempted people who had 
voted prior to 1867.

Poll tax records, 1894. Barbour County, Alabama, poll tax records, 1892-1908. database with images, FHL Film 
2384325, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSYD-V98S-6, image 541 of 883.



Poll Tax Records - Alabama

Poll tax records, 1894. Barbour County, Alabama, poll tax records, 1892-1908. database with images, FHL Film 
2384325, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSYD-V98S-6, image 541 of 883.

The Remarks section can often 
provide interesting information.



Poll Tax Records - Alabama

There may be multiple page types in Poll Tax Records.
• Assessment
• Errors
• Insolvent

• This is an error page indicating if individuals were 
assessed incorrectly or exempt from the tax.

Poll tax records, 1894. Barbour County, Alabama, poll tax records, 1892-1908. database with images, FHL Film 2384325, 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSYD-V98W-H, image 553 of 883.



Poll Tax Records - Alabama

• This is a List of Insolvent Polls for Barbour County, 
Alabama (1894), meaning these had not paid the poll tax 
and therefore were not eligible to vote.

• Lists name, race, and assessment amount.

Poll tax records, 1894. Barbour County, Alabama, poll tax records, 1892-1908. database with images, FHL Film 2384325, 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSYD-V983-2, image 575 of 883.



Militia Polls - Ohio

Militia poll book, 1863-1865, Concord Township, Miami County, Ohio, database with images, FHL Film 973445, 
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLK-X3XK-Y), image 148 of 201.

• Militia poll books contain election 
districts, date, and names of voters.

• This one also contains occupation, 
marital status, birthplace, and 
remarks that can help you track 
your ancestor.



Compiled Records –
Published Reports
Many genealogy societies and individuals have 
compiled voting records over time.
• This example is from the St. Augustine Voter 

Registration List 1890-1899 compiled by 
Charles Mack Wills, Jr (2010).

• This record includes name, age, race, 
occupation, residence and remarks.

• Note the marked individual.

• Digitized copy found in FamilySearch Books 
Collection.

Wills, Charles Mack Jr. 2010, St. Augustine Voter Registration List 1890-1899, 
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/439260-st-augustine-florida-voter-registration-lists-for-the-period-1890-thru-1916



Compiled Records –
Personal Notes
• Personal notes from previous researchers may be available online.
• This is a page from a 57 page document listing the names of 

registered voters in Warren County, Connecticut between 1837-
1859.

• Digitized copy found in FamilySearch Books Collection.

Whitney, Howard A., Litchfield, Warren County, Conn. voters list, 1837-1859. Salt Lake City, Utah : (https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/186167-
litchfield-county-warren-conn-voters-list-1837-1859), Digitized by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 2007. 974.61/W4 N4



Compiled Records –
US GenWeb

• USGenWeb or State GenWeb 
sites



Finding Records on FamilySearch



FamilySearch Wiki

• The FamilySearch 
Wiki provides 
historical 
information and 
links to records.



FamilySearch Catalog – Keyword Search



FamilySearch Catalog – Subject Search



FamilySearch Catalog – Place and Subject Search



FamilySearch Catalog – Place within Subject Search



Not all voting records are 
available online.

The left column is a partial 
list of Alabama voting 
records available at the 
Family History Library in 
Salt Lake City.

The right column is a list of 
the records available 
online at FamilySearch.



FamilySearch – Record Search



FamilySearch – Record Search



FamilySearch – Record Search



FamilySearch – Image Search



FamilySearch – Image Search



The Family History Guide – Voting Records

• The Family History Guide 
provides links to 
resources.

• www.thefhguide.com



Check Your State Archives

The Florida Memory 
Project 
Voter Registration Rolls 
1867-1868

• First voter rolls in Florida to 
systematically include African 
American men

• Falls between the 1860 slave 
census and the 1870 US census 
rolls

• https://www.floridamemory.com



Florida Voter Registration Rolls 1867-1868



The Ancestor Hunt – Voter Lists Page
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/voter-lists.html

• Escambia County Voters, 1845

• Escambia County Voters, 1908

• Florida Territorial and State Voter Records, 1826-1865

• Florida Voter Registration Rolls, 1867-68

• Florida, County Voter Registration Records, 1867-1905

• Florida, Election Returns, 1845

• Florida, Statehood Election Returns, 1845

• Florida, Voter registration rolls, 1867-1905

• Glades County Voter Lists 1921-1935

• Hamilton County Voter’s List, 1845

• Hendry County List of Qualified Voters 1867-1934

• Jackson County Voters List 1845
• Jefferson County Voters List 1845
• Leon County Voter List 1845
• Levy County Voting Registers 1920-1956
• Marion County Registered Voters 1908
• Saint Johns County Voter Registration Rolls, 1867-68
• Santa Rosa County Voters 1842
• Santa Rosa County Voters 1845
• St Augustine, Voter Registration Lists 1890 -1916
• Lucie and Brevard County Voters 1844-1864
• Statehood Election Returns, 1845
• Washington County Voters 1845



Helpful Resources

• Family Search - United States Voting Records 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_St
ates_Voting_Records

• The Family History Guide – Court 
Records https://www.thefhguide.com/project-9-
united-statesf3.html#b

• The Ancestor Hunt – Voter Lists Page 
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/voter-
lists.html



Voting Records can be a helpful resource in finding 
your elusive ancestors. Discover the wealth of 
information that is hidden in these records.

Questions?



Feedback

Remember to give feedback in the app!

1. Find this session in the RootsTech 
Mobile App

2. Scroll down to Fill Out Survey
3. Let us know how this session was
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