
I Didn’t Know You 
Could Search Like  
That!
Debbie  Gurtle r, AG®

DSGurtle r@FamilySearch.org



What Will You Learn?
A variety of search techniques with tips along the 
way to help you maximize your results and find 
elusive ancestors in places you may have missed 
previously.



Types of Searches
• Global Search
• More search options 
• Full-text search
• Using computer-aided indexed records
• Searching via the FamilySearch catalog
• Browsing images



Important Tips
Always search by name first
Always view the image of the original record
Attach sources to your Family Tree
Search using a variety of methods
Less is more when entering information
Log in with your FamilySearch account

TIPS!



Global Search



Global Search



Search 
paramete rs  
you ente red

Edit
S ta rt a  new search



Filter by 
record type

Search in 
Genea logies
Cata log
Books
Image  Only Records





Opens in a new page
Fills  in the  search engine
You may need to log in





Search > Records
More  Options





Search primarily 
us ing only one  
surname



Historical U.S. Counties Auto-Checker



Check this button 
to limit your 
sea rches  to exact 
names  and/or 
places .

Not recommended











Searching With A Relationship



Family Connections

Spouse Parents Children Siblings



Searching With a Relationship
Spouse  – search for the person with the name of 
his spouse.

You can search with multiple spouses.



Searching With a Relationship
Parents – search for the entire family using just the 
names of the parents.

You can search using multiple parents.

You can also search for the family using only the 
paternal and maternal surnames.





Try adding more 
places:
Any, Birth, Marriage, 
Res idence  or Death 



Using the name of the 
couple  and  a  p lace. 

George  Rogers  and
Amelia  Oke

Glouces te rshire, England

Marriage



Let’s search for the 
marriage  of George  
Rogers  and  Amelia  
Oke

They married  in 
Glouces te r, England  in 
the  1820s .



Sometimes you can 
get a  marriage  result 
to appear by focus ing  
spec ific a lly on a  
marriage  sea rch.



Because we specified a 
marriage  da te  and a  
spouse , the  marriage  
came up firs t in our results .



Filters

Name: matches  
your search

Their role  in the  
record

Name of 
collection the  
result  comes  

from



Event type
Date
Place

When they a re  
the  principa l



Relationship 
as  s ta ted in 
the  record.



Link to person attached 
to the  record in the  Tree .
     Indexed information.



Indexed information



To find all the children 
of a  couple, try a  
pa renta l sea rch.

Parent Search



Results 
re turned any 
record where  
George  
Rogers  and 
Amelia  a re  
named as  
fa ther and 
mother in 
Clouces te r.



What if there was no image, 
only document information?



Finding the image of an 
indexed record



Let’s take a look
Start by reviewing each result
• Is there an image attached? You may still need 

to browse images.
• Is there a film number?
• Is there an item or page number?
• What is the date and location of the 

record?







The image viewer

Enlarge  
or reduce

View one  image

Tools  for 
image  
adjus tments



The image viewer

These  options  
a re  vis ible  
when on a  
s ingle  image .



The image viewer

Browsing images For a  s ingle  image : 
Source  box
Attach to family tree  



The single image viewer
View 

thumbnails

Download, 
when a llowed

Print

Full screen

Tools

Rese t view

Enlarge  or 
reduce



The image viewer



Use the sliders to adjust the 
image  then apply your changes .

The  image  viewer



Image index: names indexed from 
the  image , if any and/or a ttached.



Information: links back to the 
ca ta log. Scroll down in the  
information fie ld to see  and 
copy cita tion, when ava ilable .



This section can be raised 
and lowered as  needed.



Last image 
viewed. (Blue  box)

Images  viewed in 
this  sess ion.



Images I have viewed 
in this  sess ion.

Image  I la s t viewed 
before  switching to 
thumbnails . (Blue  box)

Check the  firs t 
record image  
for the  s ta rting 
da te .





Another way 
to check what 
is  in this  se t of 
images .



Records are in 
chronologica l order



Jump through the 
images  until you 
find the  right da te .





Helpful tips
• Always locate the image of an indexed record
• Open a second browser tab, if needed for fast 

recall of the indexed information
• Read through the record carefully
• Attach the image to Family Tree



Full-Text Search



Full-Text Search
Allows records to be fully searchable
• Deeds
• Court Records
• Probate
• Vital Records
• Books
Located in FamilySearch Labs
Generated through artificial intelligence



FamilySearch.org/Labs



The first time you 
use  it you will 
have  to turn on 
the  experiment.

Afte r tha t, click on 
Go To Experiment 
to use  the  fea ture .







For best results

READ THE TIPS!!



Keywords

Name

Place   Year Range

Image  Group Number 
(DGS)





Your search terms.
Make any changes  
and click Search

In case  you haven’t 
a lready done  so, 
here’s  another chance  
to read the  tips .





Be sure to try the filters
• Collection
• Year
• Place
• Record Type



Choose an option
Keep clicking until 
you ge t what you 
need.

Year: Centuries , 
decades

Place : Larges t 
jurisdiction to 
smalles t





Learn how to 
a ttach these  

sources



Highlights include your 
search parameters

Transcription 
from AITools  a re  the  same 

as  the  image  viewer



Scroll through the 
transcription 

Get a  summary 
of the  document

Copy the  transcript
       Download the  transcription



Source box options





What Collections Can You Find?



Collection 
Title , begins  
with place

Number of 
records

Las t 
Updated

Computer 
Indexed 

Collection



Tips
Exact word of phrase: “Richard Crowder”
Include a word: +John
Exclude a word: -James
Interchangeable letter: Johns?n
Group of letters: Cro*
Try spelling variations

Read through the entire document
Watch the short video: Link in your syllabus



Using Computer Aided 
Indexed Records



Tips
Review the image of any hit
Be creative in your search terms:
1. Full name
2. Partial name
3. Name of parents (first names only, last names only, and 

full names)
4. Name of spouse (first name only, last name only, and 

full name)
5. Search a particular record group



Searching Via the 
FamilySearch Cata log



FamilySearch Catalog
Digitized images
Books
Periodicals
Maps
Other resources



Why use the FamilySearch catalog?
The FamilySearch 
Library has extensive 
holdings.

Are the records I need 
digitized?



Why use the catalog?
• Verify if a microfilm has been indexed
• Locate other items available for your locality or 

surname
Search for records at the jurisdictional level that 
created the records – national, state, county, or city
Note: You must spell the name correctly or use Places 
within … [name of state or province]



Ways to search
Place
Surnames
Titles

Author
Subjects
Keywords

Try a combination search!





You Changed The Catalog!!
• Replace 15 years old technology
• Improved Data – All library holdings!
• Enhanced Places

Same search features
Same ability to search various jurisdictions
Same ability to create print lists

Send feedback!







Place Information

Be sure  to review 
the  whole  page .

Scroll down 
for more  

information





Refine your 
search



View items 
in a  subject

Click on the  link 
to view full 

de ta ils  about an 
item





Aci Castello, 
Catania , S icily, Ita ly



What Can I See from Home? 
Magnifying glass icon : At least one record from this collection is 
indexed. Click on the magnifying glass icon to search this 
collection by name. 
Camera icon : Digitized and online. Click on the camera icon to 
view the images. 
Camera icon with exclamation point : Records are viewable with 
additional restrictions. Click on the icon to see the restrictions.
Microfilm roll icon: Everything is digitized but may not be viewable 
online. Usually means there are heavy restrictions.



Locating 
item 
numbers



Browsing Images



• Newly digitized 
images

• Not always found in 
Catalog

• Not a place to 
search by name

• Same viewing 
restrictions apply

FamilySearch Images



Enter a 
place  to 
begin



Choose 
the  loca lity 
you need



You have a 
Places  
Within option



You have a 
Map view



Great way to do 
a  radia l search.



Zoom in and out.
Hover over a  bubble  
to see  the  name of 
the  place  and the  
number of results .



Use filters to 
filte r by da te  
or life  event, 
then click on 
Update



Date options can 
include  a  year or 
range  of years . 
Choose  the  correct 
option offe red.



Choose the life 
event des ired from 
the  drop-down 
menu, then click 
Update .











Tips for image collections
Look through indexes first, if any
The page number in the index rarely matches the 
image number.
Begin with date of the event (birth, marriage, 
death) working forward in time.
If the event is not there, try a few years before or 
after.

TIPS!



Tips for image collections
Take notes or use a research log
Be patient
Don’t give up
Search > Images is best for newly acquired 
images that may not be catalogued yet.

TIPS!



Class summary



Try ALL The Places!!
1. Search > Records

• Try a variety of search terms
2. Full-text Search in FamilySearch.org/Labs
3. Search > Catalog

• Try all jurisdictions
4. Search > Images

TIPS!



Thank you!



Feedback

Remember to give feedback in the app!

1. Find this session in the RootsTech 
Mobile App

2. Scroll down to Fill Out Survey
3. Let us know how this session was
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