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What Am I Going to Learn in this Session?

• How to use free-to-air websites rather than paying for the same information 
elsewhere

• How to exploit indexes.

• Some great tips about new places to look for records and genealogical 
information 

• Where to look for extra information which will add “colour” to your research



1. Scotland’s People

• Only place to see originals of birth, death 
marriage, plus other records.

• Pay per view basis, no subscription or 
buy in bulk option.

• Can get expensive at £1.50 / $1.85 per 
record

• Difficulty when searching on common 
names, without lots of other details.



What Can the Indexes Tell Me

• The YEAR of the event but not the specific date – but is this enough ?

• The PLACE of the event – the registration district

• Potentially, the individual’s mother’s maiden surname

• The certificate number / reference number 



For example…

You’re trying to trace your ancestor, Alexander Brown, born about 1885. You 
have found him and his family on the 1891 census but are struggling to find his 
sister Mary C on the 1901 census, aren’t sure what the C stands for, and can’t 
work out which of dozens of marriages of a William Brown to a Helen are 
correct.





2. Family Search 
Transcriptions
• 25 different record sets which are 

Scotland-specific

• Transcription free to view on website

• May have to visit a FamilySearch centre 
to see originals

• Get into the habit of checking 
FamilySearch first before paying for 
records elsewhere.



3. National Library of 
Scotland - Maps
• Huge range of historic maps

• Mainly concentrated on Scotland but 
also coverage of England/Wales/Ireland 
and further afield.

• Research guides

• Side by Side Viewer – visualise how 
places have changed
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4. Findagrave

• Volunteer run and maintained website, 
also Billiongraves which is similar

• Free to use – you don’t need to register 
for an account.

• Search by name, cemetery location. 

• May show photographs of gravestones, 
or transcriptions. 



• Example of transcribed information

• Click to “request a photo”

• Is transcription information enough?

• Also check local family history societies 
and church websites for transcribed 
information. 

• Or why not get involved with 
photographing and transcribing yourself?



5. FreeCEN

• Ongoing project to transcribe British 
census records and make transcriptions 
free to access.

• Free to use – you don’t need to register 
for an account.

• Coverage not complete, can check 
progress on website

• Volunteers welcome!
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6. National Archives 

• National records – covers all of Britain

• Search the catalogue for reference to 
families or locations you are interested in

• Not everything is digitized for download.

• Medal cards, naturalisation records, wills, 
photographs, government records, court 
records. 

• Refine by date

• Register for an account to download free.



7. Edinburgh Gazette 

• Official government record.

• Official court notices

• Military promotions, honours, 
bankruptcies, insolvencies.

• Enter search text in box on left then 
options to refine by date or location



7. Edinburgh Gazette 

• Can extract information about business 
activities or financial problems

• Very useful for tracing military ancestors 
who served overseas and don’t appear 
on census returns

• Good alternative to paid newspaper 
searches

• Often valuable genealogical information 
pre-dating civil registration. 



8. Post Office Directories

• Available through National Library of 
Scotland

• 700 digitized volumes covering Scotland

• Search by name or browse a town/city

• Useful for tracing between census

• Best coverage for Glasgow/Edinburgh



8. Post Office Directories

• Searching can be clunky if you are 
looking for a common name

• Good information about occupations or 
placed of employment

• What are their neighbours doing? Is this 
a prosperous street or not?

• Not that great for tracing women

• Cross-reference with maps



9. Virtual Mitchell



9. Virtual Mitchell

• Search by street name, topic, area

• Best way of seeing what your ancestors 
would have seen

• All photos dated, where possible

• Can download and share with others – 
but remember copyright laws.

• Similar sites for other parts of the 
country



10. Scottish Indexes

• Pay to see full record but is index enough

• Options to search entire collection or 
filter by record set

• Records on : criminal cases, paternity 
decrees, sasines, mental health, poor law

• Free “learning zone” and online 
conference

 
• Record cost varies as most held in 

National Records in paper format





So in summary…

1. Scotland’s People Indexes
2. Free resources on FamilySearch
3. National Library of Scotland maps
4. Findagrave
5. FreeCEN
6. National Archives
7. Edinburgh Gazette
8. Post Office Directories
9. Virtual Mitchell
10. Scottish Indexes

Download the handout for links and further information!
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