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This session wil l  teach you how to search

efficiently so that you can f ind the

information you’re looking for quickly and

effectively.  I t  wil l  cover strategies for using

genealogical databases as well  as l ibraries

and archives. 

INTRODUCTION



RESEARCH GOAL 

What informat ion do I  a l ready know? 1.
What informat ion is missing? 2.

What informat ion do I  want to know?3.
 
 



DO THESE RECORDS
EXIST? 

FAMILYSEARCH
WIKI/CATALOG

THE RED
BOOK

AREA SPECIFIC



Local Genealogical or
Historical  Societies

State or County 
Archives

Public Libraries
or Universities

WHERE TO
LOOK FOR

AREA SPECIFIC
RECORDS



HOW DO I
ACCESS

RECORDS? 

DIGITIZED

ARCHIVES

OTHER PHYSICAL
RECORDS



INFORMATION THAT CAN BE FOUND
IN DIFFERENT RECORD TYPES

Death
Death date and location
Birth date and location

age at time of death
Cause of death
Burial date and location
Information about parents

Birth
Birth date and location
Parent’s personal information

name, age, religion, residency, etc.
Legitimacy of birth

Marriage
Personal information of bride and groom

name, age/birth date, religion,
occupation, residency, etc.

Marriage date and location
Information about parents



ARE BIRTH RECORDS
AVAILABLE FOR MY TIME

PERIOD?

New England: Began recording births in
the 1600s, started statewide registration

between 1841-1897

Appalachia: Birth certificates became
required between 1898 and 1917

Midwest: Some locations started
keeping birth records in 1860

Other states: States slowly adopted
standardized birth certificates; use of the

standard version was not used until the 1930s 



JURISDICTION

Jur isdict ion wi l l  determine which ent i ty made the
records and where they may be today. 



RESEARCH GOAL:

WHO ARE ROBERT GLENN
WHITMER’S (1898 – 1967)

PARENTS?



FAMILYSEARCH WIKI





WORKING WITH
INDEXED RECORDS

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Suspendisse quis enim pretium,
bibendum ante ullamcorper, tincidunt augue.
Nunc sed lorem aliquam, malesuada lectus eu,
placerat lorem. Proin at aliquet sapien, vitae
elementum mi. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit. Suspendisse quis enim pretium,
bibendum ante ullamcorper, tincidunt augue.
Nunc sed lorem aliquam, malesuada lectus eu,
placerat lorem. Proin at aliquet sapien, vitae
elementum mi. 



BIRTH RECORD OF 
ROBERT WHITMER



EXPANDING
YOUR

SEARCH

CAN’T FIND THEM
IN THE INDEX? 

BROADEN YOUR
SEARCH

PARAMETERS!

Parameters to be broadened

-Date of Event: 
from 1898 to between 1896 and 1900

-Location: Oak Run Twp., Madison, Ohio, United States
to Madison County, Ohio, United States

-Name: Robert Glenn Whitmer to
Robert Whitmer, Glenn Whitmer, Rob Whitmer, etc



LOCATION 
(IF YOU KNOW IT) NON- INDEXED

RECORDS

CORRECT DATE RANGE

SEARCH IMAGE BY IMAGE 
(CHECK FOR ALPHABETICAL OR CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER)





Surname:  Whitmer

Christian Name:  Robert  Glenn

Date of Birth:  1898 Nov. 30

Place of Birth: Ohio, Madison, Oak Run Tp.

Sex: Male

Color:  W

I l legit imate: No

Name of Father: Amer Whitmer

Mother’s Maiden Name:  Carr ie Deyo

Residence of Parents:  St .  Ster l ing P.O.

Date of Record:  15 June 1899

INFORMATION EXTRACTED FROM
ROBERT GLENN WHITMER’S 

BIRTH REGISTER



WHAT DO I DO IF I  CAN’T FIND
ANY OF THOSE RECORDS FOR

MY RESEARCH??



Probates 

Deeds 

Cemetery  

Censuses

Mil i tary Records

Think creatively!

RECORD
SUBSTITUTES


