’ . ”

4 - L . . 4
v [ 174 s / ]

> ) »
- b -
) . / \'
? / g (.

S blemet L sean DALY o T —

Zw'(/ {

plic Engllsh Speaklng Markets Community Manager, gl
eV gl O Geneanet Parls i , ’




rootstecn

by FamilySearch

))) Please silence all devices

No audio or video recording
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rootstecn

by FamilySearch

Remember to give
feedback in the app!

1. FIind this session In the
RootsTech Mobile app

2. Scroll down to Fill Out
survey

3. Let us know how this
session was!

all T-Mobile & 06:57 @ 100 % (===

< Survey

Finding Your French Ancestors
with Resources Both Online and
Offline

Overall, how would you rate the session
you just attended?

1-Low, 5 - High




About me

Franco-American: born in New York City
to Irish-American father and Norman
French mother

Cenealogy as a third career after working
as a tech journalist, then 20 years at a
Fortune 500 beauty company in IT, online
marketing, and advertising

Moved to Paris in 1990, stints in Moscow,
Brussels, NYC

Currently community coordinator for
English-speaking markets at Geneanet
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France's decentralized archives: the départements

e 95 departements
(counties)

e 36,000 () communes
(municipalities)

e Created In 1790, with
some changes

e BMD, censuses are
online, but unindexed
at the ADs




French vital records: key dates

' 1539 1 1793 ! 1867
Villers-Cotterét: baptism Civil vital records and Military registers
registers, in French tables décennales

DES CITOYENS,

RECENSEMENY ity
b

ANALYSE SOMMAIRE

A DU DECRET
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1579 1836
. Ordonnance de Blois: . Beginning of

marriage and burial records five-year censuses




Principal sources: I’Etat-civil

TN

Births, marriages,
deaths

Marginal notes are key!

| ‘
|

— -

* t
A |
t i
l
& !
AN
H
1 }
1
:J}'
L
!
i
4 i
o

1
.

[

=
4

b
dis
§‘>°§
gﬂ 8
o)
R

[ )

; 1\\«)«-&. o.%we.t_\f \hw
Ll Vidrg)=

:; MM mcﬁmw‘bw 3
11, "“"'8

I ’De,cec\e % Po?\l)(
Mcu\c

VSRS LN
A&%%
PINP S le.A'S k

-L; e _"N{

i L S
AL o—
' |
| ‘ :
A Sl

i
B .‘

i

)

/W/WMM/ 411006&*44

‘lc Ma{amaéq /M,péwwlﬁm W,@M@

N
B et Ml i o
? Ww 4{1/1 .'Idnb._ﬁ« Hails ﬁw/w%

=

CM

i e A,c_a/.,./n[omccéd U Corvairne, g
/gy ima Mdm* da%xewa,éulam |
%L&La o, /ea/w/a/u k., doé.z %QZAM =
Sen e MQM-Z %a.é‘.q %&jaﬂm« %WZ«M :
L;;Z VP o Zﬁwﬂ

ee o sl ale
sdte ijz/vv»og R&w é%&(ﬂmv&/—'

%L¢M£?#4Lu¢wwﬁ QQQMa;%Q%/ﬁ%%; -

2 e

Q«Waoéﬁéwmud Wj—a L

f ‘: awé,jﬁ/@ =

Zifddse/

A S

et




Principal sources: Censuses
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French family nhames...

e Family names from the 12th
century on

e The world's record for number
of last names vs. population!

e But:spelling variants...

IRELAND NIEDERSACHSEN BRANDENBUR

Birmingham ' "’"‘\\NEDERLAN‘D SACHSEN- WOJE

E | ANHALT
-,. * London AA oo
: P BELGIE / DEUTSCHLAND W
| o LGIQUE | ’
WEES GIEN o5
f X2 | USAARLAND
NORMANDIENE, . D; BAYERN
GRANDEST ‘
| OBEROSTERI
A =
SCHWEIZ/- . .~—OSTERRE
SUISSEA) < o
SVIZZERA/ - »
~ LSVIZRA ey
NOUVELLE- = AUVERGNE- VENE SR
AQUITAINE RHONE-ALPES PIEMONTE ' -
LIGURIA

s s SAN
= OCCITANIE MONACO:\ . MARINO. .
CANTABRIA . ; 5-.,.,.,,--.‘.1-l:i----"i f

GALICIA e S o e VY| CIVITAS
| tarioja”  ANDORRASEEZIN SR BN VaTicANA

Geneanet’s Origin of Last Names heatmap for the family name GAUVIN



... and regional given names in France

e Some first names are very

N
|

T g —ry
' - : L BELGIE/(E

popular IN certaln regions ' Yile  BELGIQUE

» HAUTS-DETL/'BJEGIEN
. FRANCE @& /
e From the 18th century, = L LETZ

3
GUERNSEY

Individuals often had two or even
three given names

GR#

_PAYS DE
LA LOIRE CENTRE-VAL
DE LOIRE

e Registrars have their say about A
. ‘ . FRBAONUCRHGE(-)CG : ~E|
given names (!) |

\.k

\.
La ii\elle G

The first name Tanguy is widespread in Brittany and Normandy!

TN



French vs. American genealogy

e French archives go way back to the 17th century!

e Standardized cote (reference series) codes

e F[ree online access to (unindexed) archives, with privacy
limitations

e Death records (even very recent) are easy to obtain In
France, but are without cause of death

e Cemetery concessions are of limited duration, perhaps no
grave anymore

DNA tests remain illegal in France -

1.6 million family names, regional first names -> great
clues!
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Let’s research a Frenchman: Charles Michel FRANCOIS

®Geneanet

Family Tree Search Projects Resources Community
Geneanet = Search = Search all records
e Born between 1880 and
Search all records | fo Create New Alert |
7
1890, but we don’t know
1 5 Settings 10 resulits Sort by ¥ Results w
where in France. Spouse: Search <
H Last Name : FRANCOIS
O rte n Se First Name - Charles Michel
Year - Birth between 1880 and 1890 ﬁ tt FRANCOIS Charles Bith 1886 = Folembray,02318,
' Michel Death 1958 Aisne, France
e Search results: several ey @D s COUTIRER ® Pierremande,02599,
. . o Marie Elisa (® 1913) Aisne, France
family trees, his military o Ry i R W
1 Aisne, France
record, birth records
® Dates. dé pa rtement ; (™ tt _ FRANGOIS Charles Bith 1886 ® ® Folembray,02318,
. ' . L. ' Search Filters 4 Michel Death 1958 Aisne, France
MunNICIpPa [t es, an d 3 Collection - Spouse - BAYARD 8 Quessy 02630,
| ) EimiyTiees Hortense Elisa Aisne, France
second spouse! ©® 1910) A Pierremande,02599,
[(J Archives Family tree of milou02 Aisne, France
Events
O Al events FRANCOIS Charles Birth 1886 # Folembray, Aisne,
Michel France
@ Birth Archives - Military muster roll
O Marriage registers (Aisne, France)

(O Death



Charles Michel Francois’ birth certificate

®Geneanet
. . . Family Tree Search Projects Resources Community
e Thisisan indexed
Archival indexes
record - remember,

L = o Lo » il -
: =) DY Py oy v
I .Ot a | | a re! Type of record Naissance oY WP g e

Births (Aisne, France)

bpan Ttorm
Entry number : 21
e The parents names oS
p First N\ame Charles Michel

and ages are great
Day of birth 13

clues for tree
Year of birth : 1886

[ [ ]

b u | | d I n g Place of Birth Folembray
Arrondissement of birth Laon
Country of birth France @ This record may contain transcription errors. We recommend that

you check it in the digitized document.

Father's name FRANCOIS
Father's First Name Francois Jules
Age of father 33
Mother's Last Name CHAIS
Mother's First Name : Maréchal

Age of mother 26




Charles Michel Francois’ birth certificate

e This particular certis
on two pages of the
register

e The marginal notes
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Military record

e His parents names
and his birth date
and place

e COccupation: verrier
(glassworker)

e \Wounded (twice!)
during World War |,
awarded medals

[20R114] - Laon (Aisne, France) - Military muster roll registers English v
Names page 44 (2 individuals) : Open

Last name : FRANCOIS

First name : Charles, Michel

Occupation : Verrier

Father's last name : FRANCOIS

Father's first name : Jules, Francois
Mother's last name : MARECHAL
Mother's first name : Thais

Place of birth - Folembray, Aisne, France
Date of birth - 03/13/1886
Created/Updated by : regineked

03/14/1886
MARECHALLE Léon. Fernand

&
o
3
i
C
@:
L]
=
X
@
@



Let’'s look at a tree from the search results

®Geneanet

#A Généalogie du canton de Chauny ... et d'ailleurs

- BRSPS SR ———— M.—v:”” . - - —
« Charles Michel FRANCOIS m g
= - . . . .
- B = Print and Lists Relationship More

Wait, what’s written in o Charles Michel FRANCOIS
« Born March 13, 1886 (Saturday) - Folembray, Aisne, Hauts-de-France, France

the Sources section? + Deceased

Parents

o Jules Francois FRANCOIS, deceased
Married to
o Julie Thais MARECHAL, deceased

Spouses and children
> Married to Hortense Elisa BAYART 1/1913
 Married June 24, 1913 (Tuesday), Pierremande, Aisne, Hauts-de-France, France, to Marie Elisa COUTURIER 1887-1957 (Parents - Jean

Louis COUTURIER 1850-1915 & Marie Aimable Elisa Eugénie DEPREZ 1853-) with
o  René Charles FRANCOIS 1914-1915

Sources

» Spouse 2: Pierremande - 02 - Archives départementales de I'Aisne - 28, rue Fernand-Christ
02103 LAON cedex - http//archives.aisne.fr/ - 1EQ0750_008 - - 1913 - Acte 11
Page(s) 6 sur 11.

> Search the orniginal records




The secret code of French genealogists
Sources

o Spouse 2: Pierremande - 02 - Archives départementales de ['Aisne - 28, rue Fernand-Christ
02103 LAON cedex - http://archives.aisne.fr/ - 1E0750 _008 - - 1913 - Acte 11
Page(s) 6 sur 11.

1 R4

e (02-Archives Départementales de ['Aisne is
often just written “ADO0O2" (INSEE code 02)

e JEO7/50_008 = the cote (reference)
e 913 =the year; most reels span a range

e Actell=the certificate number in the
register

e Page(s)6 surll=the register page and total
number of pages in the digitized reel with
the acte

TN

https://en.geneanet.org/explore/french-ancestors/post/the-secret-code-of-french-genealogists
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Visiting the Archives Départementales

e 95 tochoose from, so
plan your visit:
Inventories, contact

e Unusual treasures can
be found!

o archives notariales

o unpublished censuses

Archives Départementales de la Manche (50) in Saint-Lo6

o tables de successions

e Take photos with your
smartphone (usually)

TN
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Newspapers and periodicals

e Birth/marriage/death
announcements which reveal

the municipality and date
e Promotions, medals
e |egal matters

e Geneanet's Genealogy Library

NN

—————— TR W W ——

Albert Loir, 42 ans, employé chez
M. Thomine, a Montmartin-en-Grai-
gnes, avait eté chargé par son patron
de mener six vaches au marché d'Isi-
gny. En arrivant aux abords de cette
localite, une des bétes coupa la route
au moment ou arrivait en moto M.
Irebert, chauffeur & l'usine Dupont,
a Isigny, qui allait prendre son tra-
vall. I1 ne put éviter la vache, entra
en collision avec et fit une chute, au
cours de laquelle il fut blessé.

Lolr est condamné pour blessuures
par imprudence a 50 francs d'amende
€L aux deépens. Son patron Thomine
est declare civilement responsable.

(A suivre)



Alsace-Lorraine

e Aregion between France and
Germany which has changed
administration five times

e Records in Latin, German, or French -
sometimes for the same person!

e But kept In the municipality (+ADs)

e | wrote an article which may be
helpful

o https://en.geneanet.ora/genealoayblog/post

/2023/08/finding-your-ancestors-from-alsac
e-lorraine

- R 3
Shme b
e L4
e - X N pren— T
#e kP R i R . S o o
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..........

Gruss aus dem Elsass - Souvenir d’Alsace = uey

Geneanet vintage postcards collection


https://en.geneanet.org/genealogyblog/post/2023/08/finding-your-ancestors-from-alsace-lorraine
https://en.geneanet.org/genealogyblog/post/2023/08/finding-your-ancestors-from-alsace-lorraine
https://en.geneanet.org/genealogyblog/post/2023/08/finding-your-ancestors-from-alsace-lorraine

JeW|sh genealogy In France

e Three historical centers: Ashkenazi in Alsace, Jews
of the Papal States, and Sephardim in Bordeaux

e Jews accorded full civil status following the
Revolution

e Some records in Archives Départementales e.q.
clrcumcisions in Lyon

BERT MAIBAUM Ersy CARALY f
;:;ﬁ - 1933 nie MENASHE

V2 Aout 1942 - 1hAouT1995

- . F gl e World War |l: influx of Jewish refugees, internal

=R - | displacement of Alsatians, Vichy/Nazi roundups
resulting in thousands of deportations from
Drancy

e Mémorial de la Shoah in Paris open to researchers
e Offline: the Préfecture de Paris

e Jewish sections in cemeteries in Paris and
elsewhere




The Huguenots

The Wars of Religion set the stage
for migrations and recordkeeping
ISSUes

The Desert, between the revocation

of the Edict of Nantes (1685) and
the Edict of Tolerance (Versallles,
1787)

Founding settlements in New
England and elsewhere

OCEAN
ATLANTIQUE

Amiens (1597)

Paris (1588, 1589, 1594)
a-Bataille

1590 Joinville
(1590) @ (1534
Sacre d'Henri IV Nemours

Chartres, 1594

. (1585)

Entrevue de
Plessis-lez-Tours

- O

outras

Fleix
w (1580) o
‘ '

Nérac
(1579)

A
N
T

Mer Méditerranée

3

4

Fontaine-Francaise | |

(1595)

P

uerres de r e

1538 - AS1?

Zones d'influence de la Ligue

» Possessions d'Henri de
Navarre en 1585

- Principales zones de fort
peuplement protestant

Batailles

® Traités ou édits

Places de slreté accordées
@ aux protestants par la paix de
Nérac (1579)

D'apres G. Duby, Atlas Historique, Larousse,
Paris, 1992, p. 113

Source: L'atelier carto d'HG Sempai




French territories and former colonies

e Archives nationales d'outre-mer (ANOM)

0O https://recherche-anom.culture.gouv.fr/

e Civil vital records In Algeria, French West
Africa, Indochina, Madagascar, French
equatorial Africa

e Archives created in Martinique,
Guadeloupe, Réunion, Saint-Plerre et
Miguelon, Nouvelle-Calédonie, French
Guyana

Penal colonies: Le bagne

—.— ’,:-::1-‘
I,'- ,» v.;.
1" ¥ -~ = o4
l.’.‘ " ’
Yy
Yy ,‘/
e
S

INSTRUMENTS DE
RECHERCHE EN LIGNE

¥ cholsir un autre Inventalre

Territoire
Commune
Type d'acte

Thémes

e

Al'(:..hl nationales d’outre-mer

%

Créeé en juin 1776 par un édit royal, le Dépot des papiers publics des «
copies les actes les plus importants redigés dans les colonies, pouvant
L’etat civil, tenu sur place en double exemplaire comme en métropol¢
forme de troisieme exemplaire (triplicata) par cette institution. C’est
En 1671 le premier comptoir de |’Inde est fondé a Pondichéry par Frar
en 1751. Ces éetablissements sont une colonie francaise jusqu’en 1946

Procédure de recherche

Le formulaire d’interrogation propose plusieurs critéres. Le choix peut

Periode de la recherche : 1676 a 1921

DERNIERE MISE A JOUR LE 2024-11-22 13:26:51



https://recherche-anom.culture.gouv.fr/
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1 Inspecteur Général des Fonts et Chausséos en retraite, principal sur lex

* rensetgnements publiés dans I'Emigration Furopeenne de IMYA.LEGOYT
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e Le Havre: main port of emigration ||~ /&7 |\~ 18

e Cherbourg a major port after World
War |

e Marseille: links to North African
ports
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| sup \

e Dieppe: permanent ferry link to :
Newhaven, East Sussex (the mails!) .1 (¢

e Nantes, Bordeaux, Brest 7 g N~
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Charles Joseph Minard, Emigrants Worldwide 1858, David
Rumsey Historical Map Collection



Napoléon’s Soldiers
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b [ VwoStmss  cantond . | remplagant un conscrit de 'an T N |
département d » //a/ du département d S }
taille d'un metre / centimétres, | compris sur la liste de désignationducanton | - '
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e 1,191 registers 1802-1815

e 1.3 million of ~2 million soldiers indexed by volunteers

e https://en.geneanet.org/fonds/search-event/76/napoleon-s-soldiers



https://en.geneanet.org/fonds/search-event/76/napoleon-s-soldiers

Challenges in French genealogy

e |dentifying the déepartement
e |dentifying the commune (town or village)
e Many départements have not been indexed yet -> |ook for sources In trees

e DNA testing for genealogy remains illegal, and that's unlikely to change
anytime soon

e Strict privacy laws make finding living cousins quite difficult

e Destruction from wars: World War |, Normandy after D-Day, Paris in 1871

74

e Reading old handwriting!



Getting help

— @®Geneanet

Geneanet > Board index > English > Family History Research > Regional > France

France

e Facebook groups af s J=]o

e ] i
® Local genealogy SOCietieS Topics ‘ REPLIES ’ VIEWS ’LASTPOST

Mark topics read | 477 topics 1 u n n ﬂ H m u

_Q'P Search Your French Ancestors 0 20209 by jyb &

J by jyb » 23 November 2011, 11:00 23 November 2011, 11:00

—a,o Please Read Before Posting 0 0440 by jyb &

PS G e n ea n et’S .I'.'O r. u nq S | 4 by jyb » 04 June 2008, 12:24 04 June 2008, 12:24

9 B Ancestor who Served in the 9 38 by dehrman =
Napoleonic Wars 20 January 2025, 23:44
by dehrman » 19 January 2025, 21:55

= | & Hugenot name change 3 30 by sweets2 &
by sweets2 » 05 December 2024, 12:06 27 December 2024, 16:50

= | & Louise Sevean - Life in Roudouallec 13 148 by ericdubois &
around the early 1900s 27 November 2024, 19:03

Geneanet’s English language forum for French research




Contact me {L#%

M sean.daly@geneanet.org I'OOJ[SJ( eC h

by FamilySearch

http://en.geneanet.org/genealogyblog

ﬁ Geneanet English

m https://www.linkedin.com/in/sean-daly-genealogist/

/4
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bonus example!

Let’s research a Frenchman: Charles AUDEBERT

@®Geneanet
o BO r n a ro u n d -l 870 O r SO Family Tree Search Projects Resources ~ Community

Geneanet = Search = Search all records

Search all records | fo Create New Alert |

e Hiswife's name was
. . Search £ Settings 3 results Sotby v  Results v
Marie Louise JOLY

First Name : Charles

Spouse Last Name - JOLY (™ ! W AUDEBERT Charles Birth 1867 # Champigny-sur-Veude,
o Spouse First Name - Marie Louise 44 Spouse : JOLY Marie Death 1947 37051, Indre-et-Loire,
e Results: a family tree and Ve Betwen 1885 - 1965 QD o6 v
Family tree of fdaridan @ Assay, 37007, Indre-et-

° Loire, France
two Indexes | B search s

37022, Indre-et-Loire,

New search
France
Dates, déepartement and
a eS7 epar e en a n s h Eil —=mw 't W AUDEBERT Charles Marriage 1898 @ Assay, Indre-et-Loire,
. . . e éarc liters — Spouse - JOLY Marie France
municipalities! ouse 0 1060
; Archives : Mariages - CG
[J Archives 2 » Touraine
[J Family Trees 1 »
E —t B AUDEBERT Charles Date 1922 # Champigny/Veude,
yents @ m— L Soouse - JOLY Marie Indre-et-Loire, France
@® All events Lotise
O Birth Relationship : Parent

Archives : Mariages - CG

(O Marriage ,
Touraine

(O Death




Marriages (Centre-Val de Loire, France)

What about the index? =
Husband's last name : AUDEBERT
The parents’ names give us Husband's frst name Chartes
more search criteria and the ” e <ol
cote (reference) will allow us to Nf f“tbd — ZUDE;ERT

/OOk UD the marriage regiSter First name of husband's father : Charles

Name of husband's mother : SAVATIER
First name of husband’'s mother : Jeanne
Name of wife's father : JOLY
First name of wife’s father : Joseph

Name of wife's mother BERTON

me of wife's mother : Louise

Place's code 37007
Place : Assay
Source : 6NUMB/007/066

Collection updated on 1/23/25

Transcribed By : Centre Généalogique de Touraine




Does the family tree have sources?

Sources

e Birth: AD Indre & Loire 37051 Champigny-sur-Veude 6NU/M8/051/004 image 251

e Spouse: Archive I&L Beaumont Image 198 cote 6NU/M8/007/066
e Death: AD Indre & Loire 37022 Beaumont-en-veron 6NU/M8/022/028 Image 198/208

This one does! The tree has dates and we
can read the secret code to access the
registers: déepartement Indre-et-Loire (37),
municipalities Champigny-sur-Veude and
Beaumont-en-Véron

NN



Charles’ parents

e \We know the
département and
names and we have
BMD references, so

et's filter out trees

for now

e Censusand military
record!

® Geneanet

Family Tree Search Projects Resources

Geneanet = Search = Search all records

Search all records

Search O Settings

Last Name - AUDEBERT

First Name : Charles

Spouse Last Name : SAVATIER
Spouse First Name - Jeanne
Place - Indre-et-Loire, France

New search

Search Filters

Collection X

Archives 6 w
[C] Civil records 3
Census & Voter Lists 2
Military Records 1

(] Family Trees 2 »

Events ®

@® All events

O Birth

(O Marriage

(O Death

3 results

Go further

Community

B AUDEBERT Charles
Spouse : SAVATIER
Jeanne

Relationship : Parent
Archives - Matricules 1-281

B AUDEBERT Charles

Spouse : SAVATIER

Jeanne

Archives : Recensements,
Indre-et-Loire

B AUDEBERT Charles

Spouse : SAVATIER
Jeanne

Archives : Recensements,
Indre-et-Loire

Date 1887

Bith 1830

Birth 1830

.' Results in the Geneanet Genealogy Library

=% Postcards from the same place

H

elp

‘ t() Create New Alert J

Sortby

Results

# Champigny-sur-

Veude, |
France

ndre-et-Loire,

# Champigny-sur-

Veude, |
France

ndre-et-Loire,

# Champigny-sur-

Veude, |
France

ndre-et-Loire,

139 results

3 973 results



Charles’
military record

e A farmer who
served in an
artillery
regiment

e Let'sthankthe
Geneanet
volunteers who
iIndex these
records!

G N~

WEIXPMN

| [9 R 1/48-1] - Chatellerault (Vienne, France) - Military muster roll registers | 1887 - 1887
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Powered by

English v Geneanet
Names page 252 (1 individual) : Open X
Last name : AUDEBERT -

First name : Charles

Occupation : Cultivateur

Father's last name : AUDEBERT

Father's first name - Charles

Mother's last name : SAVATIER

Mother's first name : Jeanne

Place of birth - Champigny-sur-Veude, Indre-et-Loire, France
Date of birth : 07/16/1867

Created/Updated by - melaine86
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Charles Audebert’s birth certificate

e Search the net for

“AD37 état-civil” to / ,//u//f / il e (/Mda// ; /em/c«///ﬂﬁ%/ 1
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have his marriage &
death places &
dates!




