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Feedback

Remember to give feedback in the app!

1. Find this session in the RootsTech 
Mobile App

2. Scroll down to Fill Out Survey
3. Let us know how this session was
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Finding Your 
Family Online 
at the Library 
of Congress

Presented By: 

Shannon Combs-Bennett

QG, MSc, PLCGS

Image of The Library of Congress, Washington D. C. 1902, Available on Wikimedia and the Library of Congress Prints and 
Photographs division.



In This Presentation:

History of the site

How it has changed 

Tips for navigation

Examples

Links and resource pages

Shannon Combs-Bennett (c) 2025

Crimean War Photograph Collection. Camp of the 4th 
Dragoons, convivial party, French & English. Fenton, Roger, 
1819-1869, photographer. Digital ID cph 
3g09355 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3g09355



What Was the 
American 
Memory 

Collection
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What is “American Memory”?

Mission Statement: https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/about/ 

 American Memory provides free and open access through the Internet 
to written and spoken words, sound recordings, still and moving images, 
prints, maps, and sheet music that document the American experience. It is a 
digital record of American history and creativity. These materials, from the 
collections of the Library of Congress and other institutions, chronicle 
historical events, people, places, and ideas that continue to shape America, 
serving the public as a resource for education and lifelong learning.
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History of TAMC - https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/about/ 

• Pilot program 1990 – 1994, the beginning of the 
digitization program

• 13 Oct 1994, $13 million established the National 
Digital Library Program

• Encouraged public and private repositories to 
digitize primary source materials

• 1994 – 2000, $45 million in private sponsorship 

• 1996 – 1999, competition with a $2 million prize 
for public institutions to digitize collections

• 2000, reached the goal of 5 million records 
digitized
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What Has Changed?

• Original collection migrating 
to main digital collections 
page

•  You Can find the original 
collection (for now) at 
https://memory.loc.gov/am
mem/amtitle.new.html

• Collections are unchanged, 
just located in a new place
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https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amtitle.new.html
https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amtitle.new.html


Searching 
the 

Collections
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Three women work at the card index files at the headquarters of the National Woman's 
Party in Washington, D.C. http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3c12771



Why Use This Site

• Primary sources for 
research

• Background for 
historical events

• Social history

• Add “life” to your 
family stories
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Official program woman suffrage procession. Washington, D. C. March 13, 1913.  Digital ID rbpe 
20801600 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.20801600
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The Digital 
Collections Contain:

• Manuscripts

• Journals

• Newspapers

• Prints

• Maps

• Posters

• Audio / Film Recordings

• Photographs

• And more….
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Search All Collections

• https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mdbnote.html Details what 
can and cannot be searched

• Enter a word or phrase

• General search of collections bibliography record
• Like a card catalog
• Helps find titles, authors/creators, broad subjects, central 

themes

• Does not search the text of the collection
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https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mdbnote.html
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Collection 
Highlights
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Family Papers

• 96 collections are “family 
papers”

• Prominent and historical 
figures – not all American!

• Collections include:

• Private papers

• Correspondence

• Maps

• Drawings

• Genealogy research
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American 
Life Histories 

• 300 writers from 24 states

• Folklore Project of the Federal Writers’ Project, 1936-1940

• Chronicle vivid life stories of Americans who lived at the turn of the 
century
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John W. Poe and 
his wife, Sophie 
19 February 1937
Lived in Roswell, 
NM
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Born in Slavery
• Slave narratives from the Federal Writers’ Project 1936-1938

• 17 vols, original transcripts on microfilm
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https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-1938/articles-and-essays/
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• Receipt for sale of Jane, age 18, and her son, Henry, age 1 
and all future children, December 20, 1849

• Source: Portraits of African American ex-slaves from the 
U.S. Works Progress Administration, Federal Writers' Project 
slave narratives collections

• Transcription of text: Recd of Judge S. Williams six 
hundred Dollars in full payment for Jane, a negro woman 18 
years old and henry her child, about one year old, together 
with her future increase if any which negroes I warrant to 
be sound in body and mind and slaves for life witness my 
hand and seal this 20th day of Decr 1849. The conditions of 
the above instrument are such that if the undersigned shall 
pay or cause to be paid to Judge S. Williams by the 1st Jan 
1851 the sum of six hundred Dollars good and lawful money 
the property as above described to revert to the 
undersigned and the Instrument to be void, otherwise to 
remain in full force and virtue this Day and Date above 
written, signed, sealed, and delivered in presents of [?] J. M. 
Lamply, John Williams seal



Panoramic 
Maps

• US and Canadian Cities

• Late 19th-early 20th centuries

• PANORAMIC MAPS of Cities in the United States and Canada, 
second edition (1984), by John R. Hébert and Patrick E. Dempsey
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•Atlas of Athens county, Ohio, to which is added a 
township map of the state of Ohio, also an outline 
and railroad map of the United States.

•Philadelphia, Titus, Simmons & Titus, 1875.



Sanborn 
Maps

• Fire insurance maps published by the Sanborn Map Company

• Arranged by state, then city and release data

• Online checklist is based upon the Library's 1981 publication Fire 
Insurance Maps in the Library of Congress and will be continually 
updated to reflect new acquisitions
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•Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Abilene, 
Dickinson County, Kansas.
•Sanborn Map Company, Dec 1884



• There are thousands of 
records – Explore those 
images!

•Contact a librarian when 
you get stuck

•Make sure to read 
background information

•Records are continuously 
being added
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Shannon Combs-Bennett
QG, MSc, FSAScot

: shannon@tntfamilyhistory.com 

: tntfamilyhistory.com 

: tntfamilyhistory.blogspot.com 

: @TntFamilyHistory

: @tntfamhist

: https://www.linkedin.com/in/shannon-combs-bennett-msc-qg-fsascot-56877889/
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