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TIMELINE - Australia 

 1769 Cook watches transit of Venus and Mercury 

 1776 War of Independence 

 1788 first convicts and marines arrive Port Jackson (Sydney) 

 1793 first free settlers 

 1822 – 1830 Government Schemes 

 1835 - 1841 Bounty Schemes 

 1840’s & 1850’s Assisted Immigrants 

 1851 First Gold rushes 

 1868 last convict transportation sent to Western Australia 

CONVICTS - Australia 

Between 1788 and 1868 approximately 165,000 convicts were sent to various parts of 

Australia. The convict population was made up of English and Welsh (70%), Irish 

(24%), Scottish (5%) and some Romany Gypsies. Accompanying the convicts were 

Imperial soldiers, support staff (surveyors, surgeons, chaplains) and their wives and 

children. 

TIMELINE – New Zealand 

 1814 first Christian service given 

 1825 New Zealand Company (failed settlement) 

 1839 New Zealand Company (Port Nicholson) 

 1840 Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

 1860’s & 70’s Gold rushes 

 1863 Waikato Immigration 

 1871+ Vogel Scheme  
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Reasons to Leave 

 Economic depression 

 Change in work conditions eg: industrial revolution 

 Religious persecution/political turmoil eg: Swing Riots, Highland Clearances 

 Follow family (chain migration) 

 War 

 Famine/hunger 

Reasons to come 

 Economic opportunity: sealers, whalers, traders  

 Land ownership 

 Missionary assignments 

 Family reunification 

 Political freedom and religious tolerance 

 Adventure 

 A new way of life 

MIGRATION 

Forced: 

 Slavery 

 Conviction Transportation 

 Military duty 

 “Remittance” men 

Voluntary: 

 Free & paid settler schemes [including single women as servants and brides] 

 Military duty 

 Missionaries  
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Population 

The colonies were seen to be un-crowded and healthy. 

1851 European population 

New Zealand        28,000 

Australia      437,600 

London    2,362,200 

England & Wales 17,927,610 

Migration to Victoria between 1852 and 1860 

 290,000 people from the British Isles 

 15,000 came from other European countries, and 

 18,000 emigrated from the United States 

Timeline – Key Gold Rushes 

 1848 California 

 1851 Victoria & New South Wales 

 1858 Canoona (Qld) 

 1861 Otago (NZ) 

 1865 West Coast South Island (NZ) 

 1867 Shortland & Grahamstown Thames (NZ) 

 1871 Charters Towers (Qld) 

 1881 Mount Morgan (Qld) 

 1890 Coromandel & Kuaotunu (NZ) 

 1892 Kalgoorlie & Coolgardie (Western Australia) 

 1896 Klondike (USA)  
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Schemes 

 1793 Port Jackson (Sydney) 

 1816 Van Diemen’s Land (Tas) 

 1824 Port Essington (NT) 

 1825 New Zealand Company (failed) 

 1829 Swan River Colony (Perth, WA) 

 1832 First female scheme (VDL and NSW) 

 1835 Melbourne (Victoria) 

 1836 Adelaide, South Australia 

 1838 Moreton Bay (Brisbane, Qld) 

 1839 New Zealand Company 

Driving Forces 

Rev John Dunmore Lang 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/lang-john-dunmore-2326  

Edward Gibbon Wakefield 

 https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/wakefield-edward-gibbon-2763  

https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1w4/wakefield-edward-gibbon  

Caroline Chisolm 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/chisholm-caroline-1894 

Sir Julius Vogel Premier of NZ 

 https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/vogel-sir-julius-4780  

https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1v4/vogel-julius   
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Wikimedia Commons 

 

First Fleet consisted of 780 First Fleet convicts, 200 sailors, 

marines and officers who sailed with them. 

http://firstfleet.uow.edu.au/search.html  

https://web.archive.org/web/20181014023514/http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~garter1/history/f

irstfleet.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Fleet 

http://firstfleetfellowship.org.au/stories/marines/ 

 

Black-eyed Sue and Sweet Poll of Plymouth 

taking leave of their lovers who are going 

to Botany Bay [picture]. 

London : Published by Rbt. Sayer & Co., 

1792. 1 print : engraving, hand col. ; 16.5 

(18.4 cm. incl. text) x 21.8 cm. 

Image attribution: http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-

an5577509 

 

 

 

 

 

A Complete Account of the Settlement at Port Jackson by Watkin Tench (audio files) 

https://archive.org/details/narrative_expedition_botanybay_1005_librivox  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convicts_in_Australia  

https://web.archive.org/web/20230307054750/http://www.convictcreations.com/history/description.htm   

https://www.freesettlerorfelon.com/index.htm 

% stats – unsourced government site: 

https://web.archive.org/web/20120227102253/http://australia.gov.au/about-

australia/australian-story/european-discovery-and-colonisation  

Claim a Convict  http://www.hawkesbury.net.au/claimaconvict/search.php  

Tasmanian Convicts   https://librarie s.tas.gov.au/family-history/convicts-in-van-diemens-land-

now-tasmania/convict-life/ 

Female Convicts Research Centre   http://www.femaleconvicts.org.au/  

Founders & Survivors   http://foundersandsurvivors.org/  

Digital Panopticon https://www.digitalpanopticon.org/Transportation  
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Timeline Australia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_Australian_history  

http://www.noborders-group.com/about-us/History-of-Immigration-Australia  

https://web.archive.org/web/20210313011258/http://www.globalwords.edu.au/units/Refugees_U

PY6_html/documents/Timeline.pdf  

https://www.sea.museum/explore/online-exhibitions/waves-of-migration 

https://web.archive.org/web/20230323045813/https://explore.moadoph.gov.au/timelines/creating-a-
nation   

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/resources/journeys-to-australia/  

Maps: By Golbez - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=63602275  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=63610113 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=63611576 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=63630964 

Gold Rushes 

https://www.sbs.com.au/gold/story.php?storyid=49 

http://handle.slv.vic.gov.au/10381/109498 

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-140422838/view 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/gold-and-gold-mining 

Source: The New 

Zealand Electronic 

Text Collection 

The Cyclopedia of 

New Zealand 

[Auckland 

Provincial District] 

(1902) page 901 

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/name-412283.html  

Gold Rush Online https://kaelewis.com/   
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Military 

https://guides.slv.vic.gov.au/colonialforces/newzealandwars 

https://heritage.hamiltonlibraries.co.nz/objects/23734/hamilton-west  

https://heritage.hamiltonlibraries.co.nz/objects/85/hamilton-in-1866 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/understanding-the-memorials-

collection 

National Archives of Australia Defence Collection https://www.naa.gov.au/explore-

collection/defence-and-war-service-records  

Archives New Zealand https://www.archives.govt.nz/research-guidance/research-guides/war-

records  

Populations 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-

population/latest-release#key-statistics  

https://web.archive.org/web/20120227202330/http://www.immi.gov.au/media/publications/stat

istics/federation/federation.pdf 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/population-change  

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/destinations-graph  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_New_Zealand 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musket_wars  

For a video series on the First Australians, there is a seven part series 

ESSENTIAL REPOSITORIES 

 National Archives of Australia & Archives New Zealand 

 State Archives (Aus) 

 Birth, Deaths, Marriages 

o Department of Internal Affairs NZ 

o State Government Departments (Aus) 

 National, State (Aus) and Regional Libraries (NZ) 

 Ancestry (some are free), FamilySearch & Findmypast 

 The Wilson Collection (NZ) https://wilsoncollection.co.nz/  

National libraries in both Australia and New Zealand have links to the main repositories as well 

as many more localised ones.  
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New Zealand 
Timeline New Zealand 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_New_Zealand_history  

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/immigration  

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/history-of-immigration  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_to_New_Zealand  

http://www.migrationstats.com/nz/home  

 

New Zealand Company 

Thomas Shepherd and the First New Zealand Company 

http://www.nzjh.auckland.ac.nz/docs/2013/NZJH_47_1_02.pdf 

Cook map Image attribution: 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/48/Cook_new_zealand.jpg/250px-

Cook_new_zealand.jpg 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regions_of_New_Zealand 

 

Image Attribution by Benchill - Own work  This PNG graphic was 

created with Inkscape ., CC BY-SA 3.0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2810268  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_former_territorial_authorities_in_New_Zealand 

 

Migration to New Zealand 

'Immigration 1840-1914, 

summary graph', URL: 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/immigration-summary-graph (Ministry for Culture and 

Heritage), updated 19-Aug-2014 
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Passenger lists 
Australia 1898 – 1972 

https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/SearchScreens/PassengerSearch.aspx 

New Zealand 1839 - 1973 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1609792 

 

BOOKS 
 

Settlers: New Zealand Immigrants from England, Ireland and 

Scotland 1800-1945 

By Jock Phillips & Terry Hearn 

https://aucklanduniversitypress.co.nz/settlers-new-zealand-

immigrants-from-england-ireland-and-scotland-1800-1945/  

 

Fair game: Australia's 

first immigrant women 

by Elizabeth Rushen & 

Perry McIntyre 

https://anchorbooksaustralia.com.au/shop/fair-game-australias-first-immigrant-women/  

 

 

Farewell My Children 

Irish Assisted Emigration to Australia  

1848 – 1870 By Richard E Reid 

https://anchorbooksaustralia.com.au/shop/farewell-my-

children-irish-assisted-emigration-to-australia-1848-1870/  
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Gould Genealogy – electronic books https://www.gould.com.au/ebooks/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Checklist 
http://bit.ly/DownUnderCheck 

 

Michelle Patient 

Email:  thepatientgenie@gmail.com 
 

Facebook: facebook.com/michelle.patient 
 

Instagram:  @thepatientgenie 
 

Blog:   patientgenie.blogspot.com  
 

Website:  talkingfamilyhistory.com 
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