
How to write your
story like a true

reporter
Rachel J Trotter

What type of story are you writing - features or news?
Full life story book

Series of vignettes

Short snippets

A video

A four-page life story

Inverted Pyramid
The Lead - Five W’s and an H - at the top.

The body - details 

The tail - extra info, not essential, but

interesting.

Writing Prompt

Sources
Two to three sources are vital. 

Oral History

Diaries, Journals, Personal Histories

Newspapers, census records, details

Photos

Gather What you Have 
Create a Timeline.

Create an Outline.

Consistently write - play with your story. What

feels comfortable to you? 

Talk about sources; research - interviews,

research on major players, photos, going back in

time. 
Example

Mike Vause - newspaper article

Moving from small writing to bigger writing.

Creating a memoir.

Cleaning up your story. 



What’s the History in
your Family History?

Mat and Rachel Trotter

Examples:
What’s the History in Your Family History

FamilySearch timeline and maps

The Story of the Sensational Shooting

Help! My Story is Stuck. Why wriitng a Memoir is

Possible
Contact me: 

rtrotter16@gmail.com; rachelt@evalogue.life

Facebook: @Evalogue.Life; @GenealogyTrot

Instagram: @Evalogue.Life; @GenealogyTrot

You Tube: @Evalogue.Life

Website: Evalogue.Life

https://evalogue.life/whats-the-history-in-your-family-history/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/article/what-is-the-timeline-or-map-in-family-tree
https://genealogytrot.blogspot.com/2014/04/the-story-of-sensational-shooting-in.html
https://evalogue.life/help-story-stuck-writing-memoir-is-possible/
https://evalogue.life/help-story-stuck-writing-memoir-is-possible/
https://www.facebook.com/EvalogueLife
https://www.instagram.com/evalogue.life/
https://www.youtube.com/c/EvalogueLife
https://evalogue.life/

