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• Please silence all electronic devices

• No audio or video recording

• Photos allowed



We will take individual questions 
after the presentation





Identify your goal/question

Take an inventory of what is known

Consider the records that may 
answer the research question/what 
records are available for the 
concerned time or place

Write down the steps to answer the 
question given the available records

Adjust plan as needed

Creating a Research Plan



What is my Research Goal?

What questions should I ask myself?



Example of a research plan: Identify Your Goal

o Identify the parents of James Woodland (d. 1900, Netherbury, Dorset, England)



Example of a research plan: Gather Known Info

o Died in Netherbury, Dorset

o Born in abt. 1827



Example of a research plan: Consider Available Records

o Check FamilySearch Wiki

o Best records to generally start with:
▪ Census

▪ Civil Registration (birth, marriage, and death certificates)

▪ Church Records (baptisms, marriages, and burials)



Results of Census Search



Results of Census Search

o What information do we learn from this record?
o What would the next step be?



Example of a full research plan

• Write down steps to answer the question with available records
o Search the 1891 England Census for a James Woodland born in about 1827 in Netherbury, 

Dorset. - This will give his birthplace and names of his wife/possible children.

o Search other census records, going backwards until he's no longer found with his wife. Use 
the names of his wife and kids to know which one is him.

o Search parish registers for a marriage record between him and his wife, this should give the 
name/occupation of his father.

o Find any other available census records before his marriage to learn the name of his mother 
and potential siblings.

o Search for a baptism in the year of his birth in Netherbury, Dorset to confirm or learn name 
of mother.

o To learn his mother's maiden name, search parish registers for a marriage between James's 
parents. 



Date

Purpose of Search

(research step and search terms)

Summary of what you found (place)

Notes on sources
(findings, citations)

Comments on strategy, questions, 
discrepancies

The Research Log







Why use genealogical 

software?

Document and Report Generation

Data Organization

Prefer something non-web based

Privacy and Security



Examples and Features

- Pedigree Charts
- Family Group Records
- Books
- Fan Charts
- Birthday and Anniversary Calendars
- Export to online trees
- Custom Lists



Family 
Group 

Record



Pedigree 
Chart



Goldie May

Research Log 
Generator

Citations

Abstracts

Family History Research App

Features

Locality Research

Cloud Access

And More!



Citations

Who

What

When

Where

Wherein



Questions to Ask Yourself

Can the citation get you back to the 
original record easily?

Is the style consistent throughout the 
research session?

Does it have all of the necessary 
elements (who, what, when, where, 
wherein)?



Bananeiras, Paraíba, Brazil, "Brazil, Paraíba, Civil Registration, 
1879-2007," DGS 4117233, page 26, certificate 854, entry for 
José Antonio de Oliveira and Maria do Livramento Oliveira, 2 
Sept 1941, https://www.familysearch.org, accessed 4 Dec 2023, 
image 29 of 214.



Genealogy is only as good as its 
source citation.

Dr. Farnsworth



Writing it up/ Reporting 

How do I know this is correct?

What questions might someone else 
have?

Are there any contradictions?

Is my reason statement clear 
and concise?

Is my tone professional and neutral?



Questions
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