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A lie can travel halfway
around the world while
the truth is putting its

boots on.  
Winston Churchill
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A lie can travel halfway
around the world while
the truth is putting its

boots on.  
Mark Twain
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A lie can travel halfway
around the world while
the truth is putting its

boots on.  
Cordell Hull
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A lie can travel halfway
around the world while
the truth is putting its

boots on.  
?????
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Lies spread quickly,
without regard for
accuracy...
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...especially in online
family trees



Where to Search
Online Trees

Ancestry.com: Public Member Trees
www.ancestry.com/search/collections/
1030, or in record hints 
MyHeritage: Family Trees
www.myheritage.com/research/categ
ory-5000/family-trees?s=552266111,
or in Smart Matches
FamilySearch: The Family Tree
www.familysearch.org/tree/overview,
or “Find Similar People”
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1. Confirm the profile is a reasonable match

How do the details line up with what you already know?
Names
Age
Birthplace or place of residence
Relationships



2. Rule out impossibilities

Did the other user make
common genealogy errors,
such as:

Children born before
parents
Mothers giving birth too
young or too old
People living in two
places at once

Screenshot for FamilySearch Family Tree; the exclamation icon indicates the Tree has identified a data error



3. Look for citations

Did the other user
cite sources at all?

Quality > quantity

Discount sources that
are other family
trees. Ancestry.com screenshot of a record hint to a Public Member Tree



4. Review linked sources

Does the source actually
say what the other user
says it does?

Indexing errors
Omissions
Misunderstandings
Handwriting
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5. Make a decision

Did the other user provide
enough evidence?

Add only information that
you can verify.

Attach the source/record
itself, not the profile.

Screenshot of MyHeritage Smart Match “extract information” tool



BONUS: Suggest edits

Ancestry and MyHeritage
Message the other user to
present evidence

FamilySearch
Edit the fact directly, and
add reasoning

Screenshot of FamilySearch edit profile window



<www.familytreemagazine.com/strategies/
fact-check-family-trees>

Web version
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