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FROM DRAFT TO PRINT: 
The Educational Journey of 
Publishing in Genealogy Journals
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• Understand the journey

• Learn strategies 

• Inspire you to submit
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What research are you most proud 
of, and how could publishing it 

benefit you and the community?
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AGENDA

Why and where 
of Publishing

Drafting a 
Publishable Article

Learning from 
the Process

Navigating the 
Editorial Process
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Why and Where of Publishing
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WHY PUBLISH?
• Educational Value: Learn through expert 

editorial feedback.

• Contribute to Scholarship: Share unique 

research to advance the field.

• Professional Credibility: Build your reputation 

as a genealogist.

• Preservation: Ensure your research is 

accessible for future generations.
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WHERE TO PUBLISH?

MAJOR 

JOURNALS

NGSQ, RECORD, 

REGISTER, TAG, TG

REGIONAL 

JOURNALS

OSGQ, Indiana 

Genealogist, Nutmegger, 

Crossroads

ONLINE 

BLOGS OR 

TREES

Update the FS Family 

Tree or personal blog
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MAJOR JOURNALS

• National Genealogical Society 

Quarterly (NGSQ)

• The NEHGS Register (Register)

• The NYG&B Record (Record)

• The American Genealogist (TAG)

• The Genealogist (TG)
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REGIONAL JOURNALS

• Accessibility: Easier acceptance rates for 

newer authors.

• Relevance: Perfect for localized studies or 

niche topics.

• Flexibility: Online options for timely 

publication and broader reach.
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT JOURNAL
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What journal do you think best fits your research?

Research 
Focus

Local/Regional

Methodological
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Drafting a Publishable Article
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KNOW YOUR TARGET JOURNAL

• Understand the journal’s style and tone.

• Identify the types of articles they 
prioritize.

• Learn how successful articles are 
structured.
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MASTER THE AUTHOR GUIDELINES
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• Why author guidelines matter:
• Ensure your article meets their standards.

• Align with the journal’s expectations.

• Avoid unnecessary delays in the review process.

• Tips for success:
• Re-read guidelines at every stage of editing.

• Check for updates before submission.

• Print the guidelines.
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WRITE FOR YOUR AUDIENCE

• Write in a clear, professional, and engaging style 

suitable for an academic audience.

• Edit for readability, ensuring smooth transitions 

and logical flow from problem to solution.

• Use headings to guide the reader.

• Follow Evidence Explained standards for citations or 

– better yet – the journal’s house style.
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REQUEST PEER FEEDBACK

• Why seek feedback?
• Identify unclear arguments and gaps in research.

• Gain fresh perspectives.

• Who to ask?
• Trusted colleagues, mentors, or writing groups.

• Best practices:
• Be specific about the type of feedback you want.

• Be open to constructive criticism.
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Read recent issues

Review author guidelines

Meet the GPS

Polish writing

Incorporate feedback

C
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E
C

K
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S
T 
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IS IT READY TO SUBMIT?
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Navigating the Editorial Process
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MANUSCRIPT JOURNEY

EDITOR PEER

REVIEW

EDITOR

PROOFREADER, 

AUTHOR, ETC.
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Sets of eyes for the 
average NGSQ article.

You are not in this alone!
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RESPONDING TO FEEDBACK

• Don’t take feedback personally—view it as an 

opportunity for growth.

• Take time to process feedback before 

responding.

• Use constructive critiques to strengthen your 

analysis and argument.



• Reading through it thoroughly

• Set it aside, if needed

REVIEW FEEDBACK

MY PROCESS
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• Reading through it thoroughly

• Set it aside, if needed

REVIEW FEEDBACK

• Copy and paste

• Categorize by GPS component

ORGANIZE FEEDBACK

MY PROCESS
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• Reading through it thoroughly

• Set it aside, if needed

REVIEW FEEDBACK

• Copy and paste

• Categorize by GPS component

ORGANIZE FEEDBACK

• Start with additional research

• Then organization and analysis

• Save citations for last

EDIT MANUSCRIPT

MY PROCESS
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PRACTICAL EXAMPLE

Joseph died intestate 14 March 1825 at Lempster, 

there were no assets to distribute to his unnamed 

heirs, and he never moved to Ohio.

Joseph died intestate on 14 March 1825 at 

Lempster. No evidence suggests he moved to 

Ohio.
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PRACTICAL EXAMPLE

Did you consider Cynthia’s proposed 

grandparents’ probate records?

Do the parental consents for marriages 

still exist?



© 2025 Shannon Green, CG, CGG, CGL

Learning from the Process
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REFLECTING ON FEEDBACK
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• What worked? 

• What needed improvement? 

• How can you grow? 
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YOU CAN DO THIS!

• Challenges are normal

• Growth takes time

• Your work matters!



PERSONAL 
GROWTH
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FIRST ARTICLE 

4,200 words edited 

down to 1,400 words.
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SECOND ARTICLE 

33
© 2025 Shannon Green, CG, CGG, CGL

2,000 words edited 

down to 1,900 words.
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• Publishing enhances your skills.

• Journals provide an opportunity to 
share your research.

• Each article is a step in your 
genealogical journey and personal 
growth.
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What research are you most proud 
of, and how could publishing it 

benefit you and the community?
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• Choose a research project you’re 
proud of.

• Select the right journal to target.

• Take the first step—draft your 
manuscript!
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THANK YOU

Shannon Green, CG®, CGG, CGL

shannon@greenwichgenealogy.com

www.greenwichgenealogy.com

Happy publishing! 
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